Spring 2014
THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL
In recent weeks, many members of the Parish have bought copies of Pope Francis’s Apostolic
Exhortation, ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ (Evangelii Gaudium). The Pope’s initiative comes at a very
timely moment, so soon after the mission to the parish by the Sion Community in November,
which was a great blessing to us. The Pastoral Council continues to discern how we may best
respond to the missionary challenges to which the Lord is so clearly calling not just our parish but
the whole People of God.
Here are a few extracts from recent catechesis which I have given at the end of Mass. Further
summaries of the contents of this beautiful letter can be found on the Parish Website. The full
letter itself can also be downloaded if you wish.
WITNESS IN OUR DAILY LIVES
“There is a kind of preaching,” says the Pope, “which falls to each of us as a daily responsibility. It
has to do with bringing the Gospel to the people we meet, whether they be our neighbours or
complete strangers. This is the informal preaching which takes place in the middle of a
conversation … (for) being a disciple means being constantly ready to bring the love of Jesus to
others: and this can happen suddenly and unexpectedly and in any place – on the street, in a city
square, during work, on a journey” (#127).
“In this preaching, which is always respectful and gentle, the first step is personal dialogue,
when the other person speaks and shares his or her joys, hopes and concerns for loved ones, or
so many other heartfelt needs. Only afterwards is it possible to bring up God’s word, perhaps
by reading a Bible verse or relating a story, but always keeping in mind the fundamental message:
the personal love of God who became man, who gave himself up for us, who is living and who
offers us his salvation and his friendship. This message has to be shared humbly as a testimony
on the part of one who is always willing to learn, in the awareness that the message is so rich and
so deep that it always exceeds our grasp. At times the message can be presented directly, at
times by way of a personal witness or gesture, or in a way which the Holy Spirit may suggest in
that particular situation. If it seems prudent and if the circumstances are right, this fraternal
and missionary encounter could end with a brief prayer related to the concerns which the
person may have expressed. In this way, they will have the experience of having been listened
to and understood; they will know that their particular situation has been placed before God, and
that God’s word really speaks to their lives” (#128).
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It will be apparent that a precondition for this kind of faith-sharing is being able actually to
converse at a deep and meaningful level with the people we meet in daily life. This is a challenge
for us: can we break out of our self-concern and traditional English reserve to allow ourselves to
get close enough to others to listen well? We need to be sensitive in our listening and not to fire off
our favourite texts, get on our personal hobby horses, or even proffer well-meaning advice, but
rather to genuinely accompany the other to a place where we can sensitively offer a lifegiving word, apt for that moment, arising out of their concerns and not the concerns we might
think they ought to have. Key adjectives in what the Pope writes here are humble, respectful and
gentle.
MISSION INVOLVES THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD
The first chapter of The Joy of the Gospel tells us that faith-sharing is not something which can be
left to just a few people or a few groups of Christians: the whole of the Church in all its aspects
needs to be structured, or restructured, to promote this end. The Pope wants the Church to be
“permanently in a state of mission” (#25), going out, taking the first step, becoming involved and
supportive, leaving our comfort zones (#20), responding to Jesus’ challenge to the disciples in the
face of the hungry crowds, “Give them something to eat” (#49).
LOOKING FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Chapter two sets this challenge in the context of today’s world. The Pope doesn’t offer an
exhaustive analysis, but urges everyone within the Church to adopt the attitude of a missionary
disciple, to embrace what he calls “an evangelical discernment”, looking closely at “the signs of the
times” (#50 and 51). He looks closely at those challenges of today’s world which threaten the life
and dignity of God’s people (#52–75).
THE CHURCH AS MOTHER WITH AN OPEN HEART
A telling image of the Church which the Pope gives us is the Church as ‘A Mother with an Open
Heart’, the Church which always does the good she can, even if her shoes become soiled by the
mud of the street. The Church is a mother of the poor which accepts and cherishes each child of
God unconditionally and does not hypocritically demand perfection. Yet, as a mother, the Church
herself – that is, we her members – are bidden to corporately raise our eyes to new horizons and
reach out with a new generosity. We must not opt for the safety of “structures which give a false
sense of security, rules which make us harsh judges, habits which make us feel safe, while at our
door people are starving” – starving for the word of life (#49).
PERSONAL ENCOUNTER
A key to the Pope’s thought is found in his description of the encounter with God’s love: this, he
says, “blossoms into an enriching friendship” in which “we are liberated from our narrowness and
self-absorption. We become fully human when we become more than human, when we let God
bring us beyond ourselves … to attain the fullest truth of our being” (#8).
Here, in this encounter of love, this enriching friendship, is found the source and inspiration of all
our efforts at evangelisation: “For if we have received the love which restores meaning to our lives,
how can we fail to share that love with others?” (#8).
“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with
Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this
unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, since ‘no
one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord’. The Lord does not disappoint those who take
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this risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realise that he is already there,
waiting for us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: ‘Lord, I have let myself be
deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet here I am once more, to renew my
covenant with you. I need you. Save me once more into your redeeming embrace’. How good it
feels to come back to him whenever we are lost! Let me say this once more: God never tires of
forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy” (#3).
THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL
This encounter with Jesus is the source of true joy and “fills the hearts and lives of all who
encounter Jesus” (#1). It helps us find dignity and fulfilment in life, overcoming the dangers of our
modern materialistic consumer society, in which so many people no longer have room for others
amid their concerns, no place for the poor in their hearts. “Life grows,” says the Pope, “by being
given away, and it weakens in isolation and comfort. Indeed, those who enjoy life most are those
who leave security on the shore and become excited by the mission of communicating life to
others” … For “here we discover a profound law of reality: that life is attained and matures in the
measure it is offered up in order to give life to others” (#10).
A GOSPEL FOR ALL
The Pope outlines three areas where the Church’s new evangelisation issues its summons to all:
firstly, in the area of ordinary pastoral ministry, the Church must seek to help all believers,
including believers who seldom practise their faith, to grow spiritually, to inflame their hearts, “so
that they can respond to God’s love ever more fully in their lives” (#15). Secondly, with regard to
the baptised who are seriously lapsed: believers must try to help them experience a conversion
which will restore joy to their hearts and inspire a commitment to the Gospel. Thirdly, with regard
to those who do not know or have rejected Jesus Christ, the Pope proposes not an outward
observance arising from a religion of obligation, but genuine faith-sharing – the sharing of a joyfilled hope which is inherently attractive (#15). The faith that attracts is a faith radiant with a joy
that comes from knowing one is infinitely loved.
Please pray that together we may learn from the Lord how to rise to the challenges the Holy
Father sets before us, with faith and generosity!
Wishing you and your families every blessing,
Yours sincerely,

MICHAEL KIRKHAM
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One Body, One Spirit in Christ! – Parish Mission

A whirlwind Mission in November started with a youth event (lots of noise and pizza) and ended
with a Ceilidh (lots of noise and dancing). Sandwiched between these events was a week of
meetings, home visits and services led by the Sion Community, designed to bring the parish
together and to enrich everyone’s relationship with God.

Prayer is exciting! – Father Ged, Sion Community

Why a Mission now?
Many parishioners have asked why we held the Mission at this particular time. Father Michael
explained: ‘Five years on from a previous two-week Mission to the Parish by the Sion Community
seemed an appropriate interval for us to seek renewal by a returning mini-Mission. The Parish
Pastoral Council was supportive of an initiative that I should say came from the Holy Spirit!’
Practical matters
After that, there was the thorny issue of who was going to co-ordinate it ‘on the ground’. God does
obviously work miracles and somehow Jane Schumann, mother of three small girls, and in the
middle of a house move, found space to lead and inspire a team to publicise, plan and, crucially,
pray for the success of the Mission.
Jane said: ‘It was wonderful to see the walls of the church come down and the door open to new
faces, old friends and other Christians from our local community. We don’t know yet what seeds
have been sown, but we will continue to pray for an outpouring of God’s love’.
As all armies march on their stomach, Barbara Wareing as ever co-ordinated a fine series of
culinary manoeuvres which meant that at every pause or break there was a delicious meal or
snack waiting around every corner.
Another battle we encountered was with the Home Office when the visa of our design expert,
Jannice, ran out and she had to return to the USA. However, despite the obstacles of working to
different time zones and incompatible computers, stunning graphics graced our website, leaflets
and posters.
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Jannice’s fiancé, Niels, said: ‘The mission gave me the chance to get in closer touch with fellow
parishioners, both during the preparation and in the mission week itself. In the last few years, I’ve
been trying to live my faith more actively and for that, the mission was a very welcome boost’.
The visits
The Sion Community conducted a series of home visits during the day time and whilst there was
not always someone in, each house was blessed and leaflets left. I, along with a few other
parishioners, joined the team for some of the visits. Part of my motivation was to tackle my own
cynicism that this was ‘not worth the effort’. Whilst it was tough on a rainy November morning to
encounter closed doors and the occasional ‘we don’t do that here’, these negative experiences
were more than countered by observing how people who were clearly touched by the focus on
them as individuals and then seeing them again at a service.

‘…lead us by the hand…’ our Mission Prayer asked
our hands
cradled candles
guided pens
plunged into the font
rested on shoulders
... truly many ways of praying – Anon

The services
These were extremely varied and on the whole, well attended. In the mornings, there was Mass,
faith sharing by members of the Sion Community and guided experiences of different approaches
to prayer. In the evenings, the services focused the key message of the gospel and on growing in
a personal relationship with Jesus. Central to all of our worship was music. Phil Smith, our chief
minstrel, said: ‘I found the mission a really uplifting experience. I felt real warmth from everyone
who took part – the parish were as much a part of the team as the Sion Community! I had made a
conscious effort to keep my diary free for the week. However, I had to miss the Thursday night
service, which focused on the Holy Spirit. I really felt I had missed something. It was great to share
the music with the team – good to get some new tunes. The reflections and personal witness are
just what I needed to refresh and reinvigorate my faith – especially in the winter months’.

Reflections…
From the darkness before the Early Bird Mass,
to the light of many candles flickering on the altar.
From the plaintive chant of Veni Creator Spiritus
to the profound silence of our own hearts. – Anon
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The work goes on
The Mission coincided with Pope Francis’s drive to focus on evangelism and change within the
church, our parishes and communities. How we respond to this is something which we all need to
reflect upon as we determine what our response is to his call to become ‘missionary disciples’.
Whilst the practical organisation for the Mission was a big task in which many played their part,
one of the most important things was the spiritual preparation. Prayers were said at each Mass in
the run-up to the Mission and this was the focus of the Mission Prayer Group. This met every
week with the focus on prayers for the success of the Mission, for the Parish and our communities.
This group continues at the moment to meet in one of our houses on a Thursday evening for
informal prayer and reflection on scripture. It is hoped further groups may also develop in time – all
are most welcome to join in. Please call or email annehalliday1964@btinternet.com
(07795268940) for more information.
Anne Halliday

Christian Unity Vigil
It began with an autumn invitation. Churches Together in Belper asked Our Lady’s to host this
year’s 24-hour vigil of prayer for Christian Unity, and our representatives, Pat and Kay, asked
several members of the parish to come together to see how we could make it happen, in a way
that would appeal to people from a variety of Christian worship traditions, and some who are rare
visitors to church. At the time, we had no idea how beautifully it would grow, and become a work of
evangelisation – thanks to the friendship and generosity of spirit we’ve shared, and the trust in
God we’ve needed to hold to from time to time, when things have looked a bit wobbly! Six of us
formed a core group, and as time went on we were wonderfully supported by two Barbaras, three
Johns and a Tricia as our back-up team, creating a real sense of community.
We were helped greatly by the suggestion that we could shape the whole event by using the
Liturgy of the Hours, reciting or singing the short services of the Office at three-hourly intervals.
Some Carmelite expertise and commitment made it a reality. It seemed especially fitting for an
ecumenical occasion to use a scriptural form of prayer dating from the earliest Christian times,
long before schisms or reformations divided the Church: a way of reuniting by sharing our
common roots in the worship of God.
Another idea was to ask gifted artist Michael Cook if he had a painting or two which could provide
a meditative focus for prayer; to our delight, he offered to create one especially for the occasion.
The striking modern-day icon of Jesus, Teller of All Our Stories, became the centrepiece in front of
the altar, flanked by Rubens’s Prodigal Son which usually hangs in the sacristy, the lovely icon of
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour and Rublev’s icon of the Holy Trinity from St. Elizabeth’s Chapel.
With captions for each, they formed a reflection on the Father, Son and Spirit, prompting praise
and thanksgiving for the faith we share. The glory of God shone through our simple church in the
glow of candlelight, in quiet background music, in silences and in beautiful flower arrangements.
We were especially gratified that members of all our Belper churches, from a wide age-range,
committed themselves to spending time together in prayer, and that Fr Jonathan Page from Christ
Church led the singing of Vespers and the Angelus.
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The added ingredient which made Our Lady’s a specially welcoming place, was the warm heating
and the 24-hour supply of home-made soup, tea, coffee and cakes; especially in the wee small
hours! This meant that from time to time, we could take a break for refreshments and quiet
conversation with our fellow-Christians. As if to remind us of the needs of the wider world, the
troubled young man who was taken ill literally on the church doorstep found help from the young
Good Samaritans who stopped their cars to call an ambulance, and from some of our goodhearted parishioners who made him comfortable and offered him much-needed compassion.
Here’s just a taste of the feedback to our parish afterwards:
Everyone I speak to says the same – ‘the atmosphere created for prayer was a wonderful
experience’
Several of us from our church attended the 24-hour prayer vigil … We were glad of this
opportunity to take part in this project by Belper churches, and appreciated the hosting by the
Catholic church, and, I would add, the unexpected hospitality in the form of soup, drinks and cake.
It seems that the prayer took different forms at different times. When I attended … a number of us
prayed quietly for the hour. But when some of our ladies went, they prayed verbally together.
During this prayer time, they received a picture from the Holy Spirit of a crown decked with
different jewels – rather like the old Post Office symbol. They understood that the crown was the
church of Christ in Belper – all Christians in Belper – and within that were the local churches that
make it up, each a different jewel, representing Jesus in different ways. He is so glorious that it
takes all of us to fully reflect Him to the local community’
What a blessing the Vigil has turned out to be. Thanks be to God.
Amen. Alleluia!
Ros O’Melia

Baptism Preparation Programme
The first of the new-style Baptism Preparation Programmes at Our Lady’s has just finished; it met
on three consecutive Sundays; two sessions running from 12.15pm to 1.45pm and the middle one
from 11.00am to 12.30pm. Further sessions planned for later this year will commence on Sunday,
29th June and Sunday, 26th October. Families wishing to have a child baptised should begin by
booking onto one of these programmes. We encourage both parents and all children to attend
where possible and we look forward to welcoming you with joy (and earplugs too).
The sessions are informal and friendly, designed to make it easier for families to think about the
meaning of Baptism and to acclimatise to our church family, meeting other families in a relaxed
atmosphere. They are run by parishioners who are parents themselves.
We look forward with joy to welcoming your child into God’s family.
Lucy Colenso and Sherri Medcalf
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St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary School
A Colourful Year
It’s been another busy but colourful year for St Elizabeth’s. After the hardest three winters on
record, we stocked up on salt ready for some of the white flakes at the end of 2013. Of course,
when you are well prepared things never turn out the way you plan them and so it was – not a
snow flake in sight November, December, January and February. But we did have a magic
moment in the playground in early February when the sky was full of those magical white
snowflakes falling gently before melting away. The children looked up, some tried to count them
and through a child’s eyes I too was reminded of the beauty and wonder of God’s World, but at the
same time was very happy not to use a grain of salt this winter!
Our children have done the school proud again with St
Elizabeth’s coming fourth for value added in the whole of
Derbyshire with all Year 6 children gaining level 4/5 and not a
red mark in sight! Thanks to the children, parents, staff and
governors, for their hard work in making this possible.

Mrs Chris Barlow supporting reading

Sports Day was a lovely hot day again; all children had a red or yellow lolly and an orange drink as
they worked their way around the activities, culminating in races for the Juniors. The winners were
St Anthony’s (green) who were awarded with a trophy with an emerald ribbon attached!
Children and parents have contributed over £1,300 to CAFOD; the harvest auction raised over
£400 alone with parents bidding for fruit, vegetables and blueberry and yellow lemon drizzle –
cake given generously as always.
We had a black and white assembly in September with the visit of Rammy from Derby County;
children had their photographs taken next to him and it’s lifted the team into the Championship
play-offs!
Our brass concert in the summer was a huge
success; the children played their gleaming
golden instruments with professionalism,
playing alongside Ilkeston brass band. It
sounded wonderful and was a real treat.

Year 4 brass band
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More children than ever made their First Holy Communion at both Our Lady’s and St Josephs; the
boys looked so smart with their red ties and the girls in white. Sr Bernadette was presented with a
bouquet of red, pink, white and yellow flowers as she celebrated a special birthday when she
came to watch our Nativity play. We also presented a bouquet to Mrs Liz Worth and a bottle of red
to Ann Gannon for all their hard work over the year with the minories children. (Mrs Gannon was
away at the time so the flowers wouldn’t last.) Fr Michael celebrated many Masses with us; he was
here most recently on for Ash Wednesday to distribute the Ashes to staff, parishioners and
children.
So we move into the season of Lent with purple on our minds. I know that Spring is in the air
because the frogs have returned to the school pond. The children watched in awe with their brown
uniform (Franciscan colours) reflected in the pond. They talked about what they might do or give
up for Lent and as they did a shower produced the most colourful rainbow in the sky. Let’s hope it
ends with a pot of gold and spiritual uplifting for all in our Parish community.

Year 6s cleaning the pond

Bryan Lowe, Headteacher
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Altar Servers
Belper
A few years ago, I was asked if I would take over the co-ordination of the rota for Altar Servers at
the Belper Masses. I was happy enough to do it and once I got the hang of it, it seems to run quite
smoothly, I’m pleased to say.
Each time the rota needs re-issuing it makes me think of all the young people involved in this very
important parish job and I wonder how many of us really take notice of our Servers? I think our
Servers are so much a part of Mass that maybe we take their attendance for granted; so I wanted
to draw everyone’s attention to our fantastic band of Servers.
We are really lucky as we have an amazing number of Servers in our parish – sixteen, in fact, who
all regularly serve at both Belper Masses. They are a range of ages and attend lots of different
schools in the area. Many of them have ‘grown up’ in the parish and became Servers after their
First Holy Communion. They have been serving for a lot of years and have become real assets
when it comes to assisting at Mass and can take the lead in any peer training and support needed
when new Servers join. There are friends and siblings who serve together and all the servers
swap around and cover each other’s dates if one can’t make it to a particular Mass or if they see
that an extra Server is needed.
Of course, parents play a huge part in supporting their Servers, not least getting them to and from
Mass, so they definitely should be mentioned and thanked in a ‘without whom…’ category. But
please, next time you’re at Mass, have a look at the Servers and rather than thinking ‘that’s not
how we did it in our day’ please, say a prayer of thanks and appreciation for all our amazing,
dedicated Severs (in no particular order):
Ellie, Cal, Madeleine, Fiona, Elise, Anto, Lizzie, Tom, Safia, Jack,
David, Angelina, Malaika, Stella, Amelie and Lucy
We have a new Server, Aimee, waiting in the wings to start and anyone else interested in training
to be a Server should talk to Fr Michael in the first instance, and get on the rota!
Donna Roberts

Duffield
Not to forget the sterling service performed by our sole Server, Christina Lopes, who has been
calmly undertaking her duties since 2012; we really do appreciate her dedication.
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‘Sippers and Gulpers’
With celebrations already being planned for the Centenary of the First World War, are you aware
that we have at least one elderly Second World War Veteran of our very own in this Parish?
John Harrison (who likes to be known as Jack) joined the Royal Navy in 1944 at the age of 18 and
soon after his first posting was on Convoy Duty in Russian waters, often holing up at Kola Inlet
near Murmansk, where there was little or nothing to see or do on his time off. Being within the
Arctic Circle, daylight was in short supply – Jack said his life jacket had a red light on to display his
whereabouts.
It was here at Kola Inlet that young Jack learned about ‘sippers and gulpers’ – the traditional rum
tots issued with the toast – ‘Up spirits’ and ‘Down with the holy ghost’. Surely the rum issue was
welcome in such freezing temperatures; cold enough when handling equipment to take the skin off
your fingers. But young Jack was under age; nevertheless the crew made sure he got his ‘sips’.
On the return journey, his ship sailed into Scapa Flow, in the depths of winter again – no trees, no
bushes, no birds, no natural life; again nothing to do – this for a young man on the threshold of life.
So we are delighted to inform the Parish that at last – in June 2013 – Jack (now 88) received the
new Arctic Star medal for his arduous Convoy Duty, unrecognised by the State until recently. We
celebrated with him, along with other residents of Belper Retirement Home, on 14th June with
prayers, poetry and song; sharing a glass of bubbly.
Recently, we learned something surprising from Jack. It appears that at Loch Ewe in the far north
of Scotland, a Primary School, no longer in use, is staging exhibitions on the Russian Convoys to
enable schoolchildren to see many artefacts telling the story of those difficult and dangerous days.

Wyn Edwards

[There are plans to build a Russian Arctic Convoy Museum. Information about this project can be
found at http://www.russianarcticconvoymuseum.co.uk/wp/ – Ed.]
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Leisure Group News
Highlights of 2013
January
•
•

10th – A New Year drink in the Parish House and a catch up after the Christmas festivities.
24th – Twenty-two of us braved the snow for a meal at the Bull’s Head, Belper Lane End.

February
•
•
•

2nd – Renée Rayton celebrated her 100th birthday. Mass was said at Belper Views for her.
She looked wonderful and enjoyed her day.
14th – Valentine Party in the Parish House – everything Valentine: themed cakes, biscuits
and raffle prizes with some lovely poems and readings from members.
28th – Stations of the Cross in Our Lady’s Church – lovely variations which gave us time to
think of our own lives. This was followed by Afternoon Tea in the Parish Room.

March
•

14th – Our Lenten Meal at St Margaret’s, Duffield. From the monies raised in the raffles, we
decided to give a donation towards Easter flowers at Duffield and Belper.

April
•
•

11th – Body Shop Demo in the Parish Room. Julie showed us many different products and
we were able to try them out – we had a lot of fun.
18th – An Afternoon Tea Party at Duffield to celebrate Kitty Gummer’s 90th Birthday.

May
•
•

5th – We joined with the Parish at Duffield to say our goodbyes to Rita and John as they
were moving to Somerset – a rose bush was presented from the Leisure Group.
23rd – We met to test our brains with a Derbyshire Quiz; always plenty of laughs and fun!

June
•
•

13th – Fourteen of us went to Alfreton Hall for Afternoon Tea; our first visit. Unfortunately, as
it was a rainy day, we were unable to look round the grounds.
27th – Was to be our Summer Picnic, but Pat took the reins and organised a 70th Birthday
Party for Barbara – a lavish lunch for twenty-five members and friends. Unfortunately Pat
was in hospital during the organising but was there on the day. Thanks to Maureen and
‘troops’ who stood in for her and helped get things going. It was a fantastic feast.
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Kitty Gummer’s 90th Birthday Afternoon Tea: April 2013

Barbara’s 70th Birthday Celebration: June 2013

You need to ask Wyn about her ‘Exotic’ drink at Barton
Marina on 11th July

13

July
•

11th – Coffee at St Margaret’s followed by an outing to Barton Marina using Amber Valley
Transport. Some enjoyed ‘EXOTIC’ drinks!!! (A tale to be told there! – it caused quite a
laugh.) We finished a lovely sunny and relaxing day with a cuppa at Duffield.
25th – Summer Games in the Parish Room – all enjoyed dominoes, cards and Scrabble
followed by a cuppa and cakes.

•

September
•

•

26th – We met at Duffield for coffee and then on by bus to Morley Hayes for an early 28th
Anniversary meal. It was a lovely meal in great surroundings – we all finished up at Duffield
for a cuppa AND CAKES before going home.
27th – We said our goodbyes to Kath Jinks at her funeral at St Mary’s – she was last with
us at our Jubilee celebrations in June 2012. May she rest in peace.

November
•
•

7th – Wyn, Joan D and Liz attended the Portiuncula at Clay Cross for a day of reflection – ‘a
wonderful experience’.
28th – Mass for deceased members at Duffield. We met at 12 noon for soup and
sandwiches followed by Stations of the Cross, then Mass at 3.30pm. Thanks to Fr Michael
for this. There was still time for ‘Tea and Cakes’ before leaving for home. A lovely afternoon
to remember our friends.

December
•
•

10th – Lunch and Nativity at St Elizabeth’s. We had a lovely lunch then watched the Infant
Nativity – They were great: we could hear every word and the singing was beautiful.
12th – Christmas Lunch at Duffield and Party. Everyone enjoyed a delicious five-course
meal and the games organised by Yvonne and Margaret.

2014
January
•
•

9th – We all met in the Parish House for a New Year Celebration. Mulled wine, sherry,
mince pies and cakes! Plenty of catching up to do and plans to make for 2014.
24th – Lunch at the Bull’s Head, Belper Lane End – Anthony always does us proud.

February
•

•

6th – Meeting at the Parish House. Thanks to David Mullen and Wyn who gave us an insight
into Russia years ago, very interesting – Wyn has a fantastic memory for events in her life!
We followed this with an early Valentine Party – Any excuse for cake!!!
20th – Gareth Greenwood from ‘Hope for Belper’ to speak about the Food Bank. A very
interesting afternoon – and all finished off with some fantastic cake from Maureen Walsh (a
recent birthday, I believe!)
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Anniversary Meal at Morley Hayes, September 2013

Christmas Lunch on 12th December: tucking into the turkey – note Beryl with her fancy hat!

Twelve Days of Christmas – and we still got them in the wrong order!
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Renée Rayton’s 100th Birthday

On 2nd February 2013, Renée Rayton
celebrated her 100th Birthday in Belper Views
where we had a Mass for her and she proudly
showed us the card from The Queen. Renée
was a member of the Leisure Group for many
years, enjoying the meetings and outings.

Farewell to Rita and John Fransham
Rita and John Fransham left the Parish for Somerset on 5th May 2013. Wine and cake were
served after the 11am Mass. The same day, an Afternoon Tea was held for them at Duffield where
they were presented with gifts. All Parishioners wish them well in their new home, with grateful
thanks for all they have done within the Parish over the years. They will be sorely missed.

New members of the Leisure Group are most welcome; do contact me,
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com or 01773 823947, if you would like to join.
Finally, I wish to offer my sincere thanks to all the organisers and helpers who have made the
Leisure Group such a success. Long may it continue.
Barbara Wareing
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Betty Side, RIP

Betty as a Wren

St Margaret Clitherow parishioners are mourning the loss of a
good friend, a lady who was exceptional at making wine and on
two occasions helped us raise funds for St Margaret’s with her
delicious brews. Betty was a member of the Anglican Third Order
of the Society of Saint Francis and on one occasion joined our
own Franciscans when they had a day of recollection at the
Portiuncula; she also belonged to a local Cursillo group, whom she
described as her extended family.

She was in her 91st year and only moved to Duffield from Gloucester
five years ago, to be near her daughter Anne. Sadly, she lost her other
daughter, Kate, to cancer only eighteen months ago, but her faith in God
supported her through what must have been an agonising time.
Despite having lived in the village for only a few years, she acquired a
large group of friends as was demonstrated by the number of people at
her funeral at St Edmund’s Church in Allestree.
We shall miss her lovely smiling face; may she rest in peace.
Duffield Plum, 2013 Vintage

Margaret Des Forges

Retired Priests Appeal
There is good news from the Appeal Office who are co-ordinating the appeal for the Retired and
Sick Priests Fund. Just before Christmas, the amount raised by the Diocese had exceeded 1.25
million pounds and Belper and Duffield had raised £25,462.19, nearly 72% of our suggested
contribution. This is a great achievement but clearly there is still quite a long way to go. The
Diocese has informed us that all of the other Parishes are at different stages of their appeals and
the Appeal Office has provided the following summary:
•

4 parishes have exceeded their suggested contribution – one by 66%!

•

37 parishes have raised over 50% of their suggested contribution

•

28 parishes are making good progress

•

39 parishes are due to start the appeal after the new year

In the next few months, we are planning to make another appeal at Sunday Masses. As always,
there are constant demands on the generosity of Parishioners and your response is always quite
remarkable. I am particularly aware that there are many Parishioners who are not regular church
goers who will expect a Priest to be available in their time of need. In making the next appeal, we
will be especially asking you to help us contact these Parishioners who may want to know that
such an Appeal is being made and may wish to contribute.
Mark Edwards
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SVP Projects
Kerela
Our Lady’s, Belper, St Vincent de Paul Society has been twinned with a village in the Kerala
district of India for the past thirty-six years. Two of the main recent projects have been financial
support to start a coir business from coconut husks to make rope and matting; the other is
provision of boats for fishing.

South Sudan
Last Christmas, we had an appeal to take on a further Conference twinning in South Sudan.
Conflict in Sudan pre-dates the birth of modern Sudan in 1956. However, it is in more recent years
that this has become more widely known in the developed world. Subsequent internal conflicts
have been responsible for the deaths of approximately two million people and the displacement of
four million.
Whilst the work of the SVP Conference is carried out on a one to one basis, the Society in Sudan
has responded to the desperate needs of the largest country in Africa by developing some major
programmes. These include: foster homes for street children, provision of clean water, health
clinics, vocational training and baby feeding. SVP in Sudan supports hundreds of thousands of
people who have been displaced by civil conflict. Our Lady’s SVP, Belper were pleased to be able
to send £200 at Christmas and a promise of our future support.
Pam Laven

The SVP Wins Prime Minister’s Big Society Award
The Prime Minister has recognised the contribution that the SVP has been making to care for
people in need in England and Wales by granting the Big Society Award.
David Cameron said:
‘The St Vincent de Paul Society turns concern into action. The Society’s incredible number of
volunteers build on a 200-year history of lending a practical hand to support those in need.
I’m delighted to recognise all 10,000 St Vincent de Paul volunteers, and the staff who support
them to do their vital work, with this Big Society Award.’
Adrian Abel, National President of the SVP, said:
‘It is so appropriate that this award has come in the bicentenary year of our founder's birth. The
award recognises the work of our 10,000 volunteers who give around one million hours of
voluntary service, by befriending people with needs in our community. The SVP provides practical
opportunities for people to turn their concern into action, truly a Society with a big heart.’
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Healing Mass and Anointing
On the First Friday of every month at Christ the King Church, Nottingham Road, Alfreton at
7.30pm there is a Healing Mass. At the end of Mass during which we pray especially for healing,
there is Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Anointing with Blessed Oil. After the Anointing
by Fr Jim, he commissions members of the prayer group to pray quietly with those who request
further prayer for healing. At the end of the Service, Fr Jim walks through the Church with the
Monstrance, blessing those present with the healing presence of Jesus.
During each Service, I explain the Healing service and why the Church continues this ministry of
Jesus. I refer to St Mark’s Gospel, where we read about Jesus sending the Apostles out two by
two to preach and heal those who were in need of healing. They anointed with oil many who were
sick and healed them. Here we are doing what Jesus did.
In another New Testament Letter, the Letter of St James, we read:
Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. (5:14–15)
Oil is used in the anointing during baptism, confirmation, ordination and the anointing of the sick
for healing. It is the sacramental sign and seal of the Holy Spirit. It symbolises abundance and joy.
Scripture speaks of the oil of gladness. Oil purifies and soothes. It is the sign of healing and
comforting. It strengthens and brings light. Oil is a sacred sign.
So when people come forward for Anointing, they are encouraged to expect the Holy Spirit to
come as a source of joy and gladness, of food and nourishment, of light and healing and of
purification and comfort. Those present go forward with expectant faith and, as Pope Francis said
recently: ‘Allow the Lord to surprise you’.
The invitation is open to all, so please ‘Come and See’ and allow the Lord to surprise YOU.
Sr Patricia FSM

From the Registers
Baptisms:
December 2012: Isla Olivia Rose Keeley
2013: Annie Katherine Dolan, Joshua Harry Matthew Letch, Matthew Edward Hanlon,
Montgomery Robert Aldrich-West, Oliver Glowacz, Ethan Joseph Mendis, Maggie Rose Flinders,
Oliver Ashton Walker, Stanley Alexander Walls, Benjamin Joseph Marriott, Molly May Corden,
Bronte April Lawler, Finola Kay O'Donnell, Erin Lucy Hannah Clarke, Florence Rosie Isla Smith,
Oliver Patrick Potiphar, Joseph Frank Potiphar
January 2014: Eliza Rose Gaskin

Holy Matrimony:
Colin Neil Grainger and Tiffany Louise James; Andrew Craig Hutsby and Heather Richards

Funerals:
Dahlia Ann Rogers Febbrari, Ernest Parker, May Hayes, Peter Woodward
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Grasping ‘The Basic Idea’ to Help Their Neighbours
It would be towards the end of last year when I popped into my local Tesco’s store to buy a
morning paper when I saw a large plastic container with a variety of food inside. It was almost full
with tins of food, breakfast cereal and packets of pasta. It had clearly been donated and on the
side was a sticker with Hope for Belper ‘the basic idea’.

I wondered where it was all destined? Was it going to some Third World country gripped by
famine, or perhaps a war zone? Usually national charities want money in order to buy ‘local’ food,
thus saving on transportation costs. The penny suddenly dropped … was the food destined for
somewhere nearer to home? A quick check of the Internet brought up the ‘Hope for Belper’ site
and the excellent work they do, in and around Belper. I’ll be honest: I thought the food banks were
only needed in big cities; surely there was no need for such services in our area. How wrong
was I.
The ‘Hope for Belper’ charity had been founded in early 2009. ‘The Basic Idea’ is just one function
set up with members from various congregations coming together to offer relief to individuals and
families hit by the credit crunch, and the knowledge that many of our neighbours are experiencing
difficult financial transitions, through job loss or a break in welfare benefits.
They now work with seven referral agencies and have been able to assist over 600 families in
need. Around four to five referrals are made to the project each week and they are able to provide
some fresh fruit and bread with the tinned and packet food. There has also been a need for
nappies, which are provided whenever possible.
So if I am in critical need, how do I access ‘The Basic Idea’ food bank?
First, you need to be a resident in Belper or Duffield and accessing one of the social support
agencies operating within these areas:
•
•
•
•

Sure Start Children’s Centre
Citizens Advice Bureau
Multi-Agency Team
Riverside ECHG Hostel

•
•
•

Job Centre
Amber Trust Mental Health Team
Health Visitors

The agency will assess your need and will make the decision whether or not to refer you to the
scheme – within a general set of criteria agreed between Hope for Belper and the referring
agency; the decision to refer or not is entirely in the hands of the referring agencies.
One of these agencies recently said about ‘The Basic Idea’:
The service we receive … is vital as many families are in crisis when they need our help and are often
reluctant or too proud to ask. Hope has been a lifeline to us, no matter how late in the day we ring they never
turn a family down. There is not another service like this one, and our families would really struggle without
you.
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How does the project work, and how can I help?
You buy an extra item when you go shopping:
•
•
•
•
•

You then drop it in any of the collection bins around town
Bin contents are delivered to the central store monthly
Items are sorted and packed into boxes fortnightly
Referrals are received and passed on to deliverers
three days’ worth of food and household items are
delivered to an individual, couple or family in acute
financial need.

Where can I find collection bins?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our Lady’s and St Margaret’s Catholic Churches
St Peter’s on Chesterfield Road
Christ Church on the Triangle
Central Methodist Church,
opposite the Bus Station
Baptist Church, near the library
St Mark’s at Openwoodgate

•

Tesco’s on Gregory’s Way

There is a standardised shopping list, as donating these items makes it easier to pack the
boxes and provide balanced meals:
Tinned potatoes or packet mash
Tinned macaroni cheese
Tinned vegetables
Tinned bolognaise
Tinned chilli
Tinned curry
Tinned meatballs

Pies
Rice
Spaghetti or pasta
Sponge puddings
Tinned fruit cocktail
Evaporated milk
Rice pudding

Biscuits
Custard
Coffee
Tea
Cereal
Sugar
Milk

Soap
Deodorant
Shower Gel
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Two-pack toilet rolls
Nappies

What can you do to help?
If you can make a donation, then can I say a big thank you? Please bring the item to one of the
collection points and we’ll do the rest. They are collected on a regular basis and taken to the store.
A group of volunteers meet on Sunday afternoon and sort them all out into collection boxes.
I volunteered as a ‘deliverer’ which means I deliver the boxes. We get a text message, and
whoever answers first is given brief details of where the delivery is for. It might be for a single
person, a couple or a family. I go to the store and the boxes are already made up for me. These
are topped up with bread and fresh fruit and away I go. So far I’ve done about ten deliveries and
find it extremely rewarding.
So please remember, food parcels are not only for a Third World country or big cities, it might be
just for someone round the corner from where you live!
Many thanks
David Barlow
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Parish Library Update
The following additions have been made to the library during 2013:
I Am Your Father

Mark Stibbe

True Love: Passion & Purity

Anthony Doe

Sounding the Silence

John Skinner

Experiencing God: Fostering a Contemplative Life

Dennis Billy

Rediscovering Prayer

Pierre Guilbert

Finding Grace at the Center

M. Basil Pennington et al.

God, Help Me: How to Grow in Prayer

Jim Beckman

Suffering, Silence, Prayer: Ways to God

George Bann

Conversational Prayer

CTS pamphlet

Labourer in the Vineyard: A Portrait of Pope
Benedict XVI

Greg Watts

Blessed Antonio Rosmini

Witness Journal

Life in our Hands: A Christian Perspective on
Genetics and Cloning

John Bryant and
John Searle

John Paul II: Reflections from ‘The Tablet’

Catherine Pepinster

A Retreat with Patrick

Timothy Joyce

God Awaits You

Meister Eckhart

The Houses of Adoration

Marie Benoite Angot

Journey To Freedom

John Pridmore with
Greg Watts

Also there are several video tapes on the window ledge in the Parish Room. These are no longer
suitable for the library as technology has moved on. If any parishioner still has a video tape player
and would like to keep one or more of these, then please take them.
John Kelsall

22

Jesus Walked … Why Don’t You?

Received a pair of these for Christmas?
Still in their box?

Here’s a chance to ‘baptise’ them…

Announcing a new Parish rambling group (so new it doesn’t have a name!):
Thursday, 27th March

When?

then every third Thursday of the month
Where?

St Margaret’s, Duffield (plenty of parking)

What time?

1.30pm

What distance?

3 – 4 miles

Who?

Everyone welcome
including well-behaved dogs on leads (plenty of barking?)
Do join us for:

good company
good scenery
good exercise
gooey mud!

For further details, please contact Tricia Lloyd (01332 842150) or Sally Phillips (01332 841681).
Although great care is taken in selecting and leading the walks, please note that your safety is
your responsibility.

Will you enter by the narrow gate?
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Catholic Truth Society A–Z (well, nearly!)

Please consider deepening your faith by purchasing a booklet or two; the majority
cost £2.50 or less and cover birth to the grave and beyond. Please browse the
stands at Belper and Duffield, or contact me on 01332 841681, if you would like
to enrich your spiritual journey.
Sally Phillips

Seek, and ye shall find…

CAFOD Needs YOU!
The Parish is seeking a CAFOD representative who will promote CAFOD’s campaigns
enthusiastically. CAFOD is the official Catholic aid agency for England and Wales, which we have
supported generously in the past. If you feel inspired to help, please contact Fr Michael.
PS: You’ll also need to ensure that the CAFOD Cat at Belper is well fed!
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Two Events at The Hayes, Swanwick, this Summer…
World Community for Christian Meditation Conference, 4th – 6th July
The weekend will focus on the practice of meditation as
‘a path that is steadily and continuously waking us up,
refining our awareness, enlivening and reconnecting
us’. Don MacGregor, author of Blue Sky God: The
Evolution of Science and Christianity, will be present.
For additional details, please contact Sally Phillips or
visit www.christian-meditation.org.uk. Rates for nonresidents are being negotiated.
Our own Parish has a lively (if that is the right word)
Christian Meditation Group that meets at 10.15am on
Wednesdays in the St Elizabeth Chapel in the Parish
House for about an hour. We listen to a short recorded
talk on meditation, followed by approximately 20–25
minutes of silent meditation, and then a closing prayer.
For further information, please contact Sherri Medcalf or
Tricia Lloyd.

Society of Saint Gregory Summer School, 28th July – 1st August
The School will explore how Vatican II – and, in particular,
Sacrosanctum Concilium – provides a sure compass for our liturgical
practice and the life of the Church in and for the world.
Workshops will include:

Liturgy in the absence of a priest
What and how of the Ministry of the Word
Liturgy with children and young people
The place of music within the Liturgy

Plus… Keynote talks, ‘Big Sings’ and traditional social events.
STOP PRESS! Non-resident and day rates are available. Please contact me on 01332 841681,
sally.phillips@talk21.com, if you would like to take advantage of this opportunity on our doorstep.
The Society of Saint Gregory is the national society for liturgy and music in the Catholic Church in the
British Isles (it is not concerned with Gregorian chant in Latin!).
A benefit of membership is the quarterly Music and Liturgy magazine which includes a helpful ‘Preparing
the Liturgy’ supplement with notes for readers and suggestions for musicians.

Sally Phillips
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Preparing for Easter
St Barnabas Cathedral
16th April:
Chrism Mass, 11.30am
St Margaret Clitherow, Duffield
13th April:
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, Mass 9am
15th April

Eucharistic Adoration with opportunities for confession 10.30–11am

20th April:

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord, Mass 9am

Our Lady's, Belper
11th April:
Eucharistic Adoration with opportunities for confession 10–11am
13th April:

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, Mass 11am

16th April:

Eucharistic Adoration with opportunities for confession 7–8pm

17th April:

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord's Supper 7.30pm

18th April:

Good Friday, Solemn Liturgy 3pm

19th/20th April:

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord:
In the Holy Night (Saturday evening), Vigil and first Mass of Easter, 9.15pm
At the Mass during the Day (Sunday morning), 11am

Please also see the Parish noticeboards and the Bulletin for details of Deanery Reconciliation
Services in Amber Valley.

Parish Contact Details and Mass Times
Priest in Charge:

Fr Michael Kirkham VF
Parish House, 12 Gibfield Lane, Belper DE56 1WA

Tel:

01773 822182

Fr Michael:

our_ladys_belper@hotmail.com

Administrator:

office@cpbd.co.uk

Website:

www.cpbd.co.uk

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Gibfield Lane, Belper DE56 1WA
Saturday Vigil 6pm (confessions from 5.30pm)
Sunday 11am
St Margaret Clitherow, Hall Farm Road, Duffield DE56 4FS
Sunday 9am
Please refer to the weekly Bulletin for weekday Mass times.
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Parish Directory
Priest in Charge and
President of the PPC
Parish Office
PPC Chair

Fr Michael Kirkham

PPC Secretary

Bernadette Copeland

PPC Members

David Barlow

Sherri Medcalf
Bernard Holden

Anne Halliday
Tricia Lloyd
Louise Monange
Sally Phillips
Niels Richthof
Barbara Wareing
John Wareing
Michael Wright
Adult Faith Formation
APF

Fr Michael
Keith Wharam

Baptismal Preparation
Belper Churches Together

Fr Michael
Kay-Lesley Hallam Black
Pat Whetton
Liz Worth
Ros O’Melia

Belper Cottage Project
Bidding Prayers

Heather Ward
Booking Rooms/Halls:
Duffield
Buildings, Gardens
Bulletin

Keith Siddons
John Wareing

CAFOD
Charismatic and Devotions

Sherri Medcalf
Fr Michael
vacant
Margaret Walker

Children’s Liturgy

Cathy Smith

Christian Aid

Kathy Gorman

Cleaning Rotas:
Belper
Duffield
Confirmation
CTS

Ann Smith
vacant
Fr Michael
Sally Phillips

Duffield Christian Council

Kathy Gorman

01773 822182
our_ladys_belper@hotmail.com
office@cpbd.co.uk
01773 823379
bernard.holden@uwclub.net
01773 599536
bernadetteco@hotmail.com
01773 825937
david@barlow1043.freeserve.co.uk
01332 841985 / 07795268940
annehalliday1964@btinternet.com
01332 842150
palloyd@hotmail.com
01773 825382
louise.monange@btinternet.com
01332 841681
sally.phillips@talk21.com
07962 352000
niels@richthof.de
01773 823947
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com
01773 823947
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com
01773 852722
michaelandmargaretwright@hotmail.co.uk
As above
01332 841241
kandemwharam@yahoo.co.uk
As above
01773 823271
01773 823480
01773 822879
01773 825633
rosalindomelia@hotmail.com
01773 599982
heatherward55@hotmail.co.uk
01773 824936
01773 823947
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com
office@cpbd.co.uk
As above
01332 840275
margaret.walker@hotmail.co.uk
01773 826534
cath@sphilip11.orangehome.co.uk
01332 842603
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com
01773 824838
As above
01332 841681
sally.phillips@talk21.com
01332 842603
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com
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Eucharistic Ministers

Bernard Holden

Rotas
Fairtrade

John Vale
Kathy Gorman

Finance
First Holy Communion

Paul Medcalf
Stephen Brind

Flower Arranging:
Belper
Duffield
Gift Aid Scheme

Barbara Henegan
Madeleine Holmes
Stephen Brind

Homeless
Leisure Group

John Jackson
Barbara Wareing

Library

John Kelsall

Liturgy

Bernard Holden

Marian Devotions

Margaret Walker

Marriage
Mothers Prayers
Music:
Belper

Fr Michael
Ann Gannon

Duffield

Eileen Wharam

Phil Smith

Sally Phillips
Repository

Barbara Wareing

Rotas (Welcomers,
Readers, Bidding Prayers)
Sacristan

John Kelsall

Scripture Sharing Groups

Anne Halliday

SFO (Secular Franciscans)
Social and Fundraising
SVP (St Vincent de Paul
Society)
Tea/Coffee Rotas

Ann Gannon
vacant
Pam Laven

Website
www.cpbd.org.uk

Sherri Medcalf

Tricia Lloyd

Barbara Wareing

01773 823379
bernard.holden@uwclub.net
01773 824676
01332 842603
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com
01773 823567
01332 840256
oldorchardbank@btinternet.com
01773 824266
01332 842068
01332 840256
oldorchardbank@btinternet.com
01332 841651
01773 823947
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com
01773 823702
john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk
01773 823379
bernard.holden@uwclub.net
01332 840275
margaret.walker@hotmail.co.uk
As above
01773 883386
01773 826534
Phil1965smith@gmail.com
01332 841241
kandemwharam@yahoo.co.uk
01332 841681
sally.phillips@talk21.com
01773 823947
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com
01773 823702
john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk
01332 842150
palloyd@hotmail.com
01332 841985 / 07795268940
annehalliday1964@btinternet.com
01332 883386
01773 828865
pamandjacklaven@yahoo.co.uk
01773 823947
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com
office@cpbd.co.uk
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