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Spring 2015 

Dear Readers, 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Parish Magazine. The intention had been to produce this in 

the late autumn of 2014. I apologise that this objective was not met. The material from various 

groups continues to be of interest though, giving a lively snapshot of some still quite recent 

happenings within our local Catholic community. 

One of highlights of last autumn for me personally was the opportunity to go on a pilgrimage to 

Lisieux in France with priests from the Nottingham Diocese. We were led by Canon John Udris of 

the Northampton Diocese, who has made a study of the life and writings of St Thérèse of Lisieux, 

affectionately known by many as ‘the Little Flower’. 

A few years ago (September 2009), the beautiful casket containing the remains of St Thérèse was 

brought to our own country. For 24 hours they came and rested in Nottingham Cathedral for public 

veneration. I have to say I had been quite unprepared for the response they would evoke. A long 

queue formed of people waiting patiently to gain admission to the packed Cathedral. Inside the 

church, there was a rapt and reverent silence of a kind I had never quite experienced before. Right 

through the night, a steady and unhurried stream continued of people in great numbers coming to 

pray. It was so not what one would expect in supposedly secular Britain. 

Our 2014 pilgrimage for Diocesan priests coincided with St Thérèse’s feast day, the first of 

October. The casket was once again on view in the large Basilica which has been built at Lisieux. 

Again, the pilgrims came, wanting to bring flowers, to touch the casket and simply to spend time in 

prayer near to the saint. I realised the great power St Thérèse has to evoke a response of love. 

Thérèse died unknown outside her Convent in 1897 aged twenty-four. Her Histoire d’une âme 

[Story of a Soul] was published the following year and, to the astonishment of her Sisters, became 

a publishing phenomenon, a modern spiritual classic. Read by millions, it has been translated into 

scores of different languages. Devotion to her spread rapidly during the First World War as 

soldiers on both sides of that great conflict prayed to her for spiritual help. In the aftermath of the 

war, Thérèse was declared a saint and a doctor of the Church. The ‘Little Way’ she taught, that of 

abandonment to God’s love, though completely demanding, is one that all can follow. Clearly her 

mission in the church and to the world continues today. 
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The experience of the pilgrimage has helped me appreciate more deeply the nature of the Church 

and the power of the Spirit. Catholics venerate, not worship, the saints. There is a big difference. 

But how we need the saints – to teach us by word and example, to inspire and challenge us! And 

we need too their powerful intercession. 

St Thérèse’s photograph hangs in my study. It is black and white, a powerful image. It confronts 

and unsettles me, but above all expresses great love and compassionate understanding. It has 

become for me a true icon of the merciful love of God, which we experience afresh each 

Passiontide as we journey with our suffering Saviour towards his cross and resurrection. 

With my love and prayers, 

 

 

MICHAEL KIRKHAM 

 

From the Registers 

Baptisms: 

2014: Eliza Rose Gaskin, Sienna Annie Pieroni, Jacob Thomas Whysall, Joshua Daniel Whysall, 

Nola Irene Colebrook, Jesse John Greenhill, Millie Brenda Haddon, Zoe-May Ashton, Charlotte 

Ashton, Rowan Peter Francis Keeley, James Philip Gaskin, Gabrielle Barcebal, Elliott Lawrence 

Claxton, Anthony James Hanlon, Isabela Inis Embley, Henrietta Gemma Smith 

Confirmations: 

2014: Thomas Barker, Theo Beevers, Olivia Bonner, Joel Bryan, Elizabeth Colenso, Thomas 

Colenso, Madeleine Halliday, David Kirkham, Jack Medcalf, Fiona Monange, Safia Oakley-Green, 

Elise Roberts, Martha Smith, Janey Vincent 

Reception into the Catholic Church and Confirmation: 

2014: Jannice Reyes Amaro 

2015: It is anticipated that a group of eight adults will be received into the Church and confirmed at 

the Easter Vigil. 

Holy Matrimony: 

2014: Niels Sören Richthof and Jannice Reyes Amaro; Jason Andrew Mumby and Rebekah Leigh 

Elizabeth Kelly 

Funerals: 

2014: James Edgar Grange 

2015: Hanoria (Nora) Rochford; Heather Julie Simms; Sheila Catherine Thurman; Joan Ann 

Carberry; Bernard Joseph Newington 

Fr Michael  
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Christian Meditation News 

 

 

Introductory Course 

A course is running soon to introduce newcomers to Christian Meditation. Meditation is not 

something new. Rather it is central to Christian experience and deeply rooted in Christian tradition. 

Meditation, also known as contemplative prayer, is the prayer of silence and listening. This is the 

aim given by the Psalmist – ‘Be still and know that I am God’. 

To learn more about Christian Meditation, you are invited to participate in a weekly group being 

held on the following Thursday evenings at 7.30 pm: April 23rd and 30th; May 14th and 21st; June 

4th and 11th. The venue will be The Lounge, Central Methodist Church Hall, Chapel Street, 

Belper. For further information, please contact Fr Michael. 

 

Existing Sessions 

Christian Meditation sessions are held every Wednesday at 10.15 am in St Elizabeth’s Chapel in 

the Parish House. They last for about an hour and involve listening to a short recorded talk on 

meditation, followed by approximately 20–25 minutes of silent meditation, and then a closing 

prayer. Please contact Sherri Medcalf (office@cpbd.co.uk) or Tricia Lloyd (01332 842150) if you 

would like to join us. 

 

WCCM Conference: The Hayes, Swanwick, 12th – 14th June 2015 

 

Rev. Robert Fruehwirth is Director of the Julian Centre 

in Norwich and also works as a person-centred 

therapist and offers spiritual accompaniment. His book, 

Words for Silence: A Year of Contemplative 

Meditations, was published in 2008 and his upcoming 

book on love, faith and Julian of Norwich will be 

published later in 2015. 

He will be sharing how he believes being in community 

helps love to flourish. He will be joined by Carolina 

Ghiuzan and Kathy Kramers of the L’Arche Community, 

who will be speaking on prayer in action. 

For additional details, please visit 

www.christian-meditation.org.uk 

A day rate for the Saturday is available. 
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St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary School 
We have been really busy again this year, both in school and out. Outside, we have been 

developing our Early Years play area so that children can extend their physical development skills. 

J. C. Balls have been magnificent; moving tons of earth, stoning a large area and getting it 

tarmacked and providing a soft play area too. 

Inside, we have been working hard developing a new curriculum and collecting for the various 

charities we support, including CAFOD, Samaritan’s Purse, Poppy Appeal, Help for Heroes, Hope 

for Belper Food Bank and St Theresa’s school in Kwazululand, Africa. Children and parents are 

very giving to all these charities and two children from year 6 have come up with the idea of selling 

religious icons – crosses, rosary beads and polished stones. They have ordered the items, sold 

them, counted the money and will send a cheque soon to support cancer research. It’s so uplifting 

to see children have such kind hearts and be so committed and innovative in supporting different 

charities of their choice. 

Our liturgies and worship continue to flourish; Fr Michael kindly came in to celebrate a start of year 

Mass with us and gave a lovely homily on ‘favourite places’. Also inside, we celebrated First Holy 

Communion in the school hall this year as there were so many children and parents; the hall was 

full to bursting and it was a lovely occasion. Children had a party with Fr Michael afterwards in the 

aptly named room we call the ‘Sunshine’ room. 

Mrs Gannon and Mrs Worth continue to support the Minores group. These are the children who 

volunteer to learn about the life of St Francis and try to be little followers of his. Together with 

Sr Bernadette, they also provide our pastoral support for both children and staff – and we all 

needed some of that when we had an Ofsted inspection. We were told on Monday lunchtime that 

they would be visiting us and sure enough, an inspector landed on Tuesday morning at 8 o’clock 

for a two-day inspection, so the pastoral support came in handy! I am delighted to report that we 

were rated as Outstanding in all categories. 

We were happy to show the inspectors the new iPads we have purchased; they are a real hit with 

the children and are full of educational apps. Children can use them outside too, to record video 

news footage etc. as we had long range wireless installed. We currently have one class set and 

will save up to get another class set in the next couple of years. 

The sun shone again for sports day and the outside fun run water activity where children ran and 

slid down various chutes to raise money for school. One of the projects they supported was an 

outside store room and refurbishment of the inside downstairs toilets. 
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One of the highlights of the year for us is the Band concert night, where our older brass instrument 

players enjoy playing alongside the professional Ilkeston Brass Band. It was a really hot night 

though, and we were all pleased to get to the refreshments. Maybe we should have held it outside 

on the school field! 

 

Year 4 Band Practice 

After sixteen years at St Elizabeth’s and the latter eight as catering manager, Mrs Tracey 

Brocklehurst retired. She had worked hard and supported numerous after-school events, providing 

teas and coffees and lots of cakes, making us all happy inside! We presented Tracey with a 

bouquet to say ‘thank you’ for her time with us at St Elizabeth’s on Friday, 24th October. 

So, all in all – both inside and out, it’s been another busy but successful year here at 

St Elizabeth’s. Finally, a big ‘thank you’ to Fr Michael and all the parents and parishioners for 

supporting the school this year. 

Bryan Lowe, Headteacher 

 
 

Confirmation 

As our mild Autumn gave way to winter frosts, on 1st December Our Lady’s was almost en fête for 

the Mass and Confirmation of fourteen of the Parish’s young people, with the well-remembered 

Fr Paul Newman officiating. 

I was privileged to attend and sponsor one of the Candidates and could not but help to contrast 

the evening’s relaxed but prayerful atmosphere with that of my own Confirmation eighty-six years 

ago. My one memory of a very rigid formal event is of receiving the slap on my cheek by the 

Bishop as I was made a Soldier of Christ! 

The Catholic Church has certainly moved into the twenty-first century with its enlightened teaching 

of today’s young people. Thank you, Our Lady’s for a very memorable evening. 

Wyn Edwards  
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Burying Belper’s Time Capsule 

On Wednesday, 4th June 2014, I went with Mummy, 

Sally, Liz and Pat to the Beaurepaire Gardens in 

Belper to help bury the time capsule. 

It was very exciting. We were there with thirty-eight 

other groups from Belper. There were lots of children, 

teenagers, mums and dads and grandparents. The 

drama group was there and my friend from her church. 

I also saw my Beaver leader. It was a bit rainy, so we 

all sheltered together under the marquee. 

 

 

Peter Davies, who has 

worked very hard to make 

the Beaurepaire Gardens 

so beautiful, gave us a new 

penny. We all took it in 

turns to go up and put our 

pennies and time capsules 

in the big wooden box crate. 

 

Our time capsule for 

Our Lady’s had a lovely 

picture of all my liturgy 

friends in it. 

 

 

Then we all went outside to 

the area where the time 

capsule is now buried. As it 

was a bit rainy we didn’t put 

the box in straight away. The 

mayor of Belper, Joe Booth, 

made a speech before 

unveiling the plaque. 
 

Then we all went back to the marquee and Jasper Malone played his guitar and sang. I felt a bit 

shy to dance, but Liz, Sally, Pat and Mum all got up and danced. It was really good fun! We were 

nearly the last to leave! 

In 2064, when I will be fifty-seven, the time capsule will be dug up. I am excited to think that when I 

am a grandma I will be able to take my grandchildren to the ceremony when we dig up the time 

capsule. I will be able to tell people about what life in Belper was like in 2014, and about how all 

the parish helped to make the time capsule box. Thank you for choosing me to represent Our 

Parish Family. I feel very lucky and happy to live here and to be part of this church. 

Maisie Tooher (age 7) 
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The Briars Retreat, October 2014 

Last October, I went to The Briars retreat centre with my year group from school for a week. I had 

a really good time and I felt I was really opened up to my faith and new ways to explore it, other 

than simply going to Mass or just praying every now and again, as so many of us do. 

We spent five days at The Briars and in that time: I went on a Prayer Journey, went on two walks – 

one which involved hugging a tree and pretending to be a chicken in a large field, campaigned to 

end world hunger by 2025 simply by co-creating a poster and taking selfies whilst everyone in the 

background posed and danced. I painted a pot, smashed it and then fixed it again with the power 

of God’s healing and lots of masking tape. Tried to get and hold onto a job in a developing country 

in need of CAFOD’s help (I failed miserably), participated in a talent show and did a whole lot of 

chocolate eating and messing about in breaks and in my group room. In a nutshell, I had a fab 

time. 

Now, you could be sitting there thinking, ‘Well that’s all fine and dandy, but what has all that got to 

do with God!?’ Honestly that’s a good question, but that’s just the thing about The Briars: the team 

and programme are so fantastic that you don’t even realise the true significance of what it is you 

are doing until you realise just what you’ve achieved. 

Take the Prayer Journey for example; this was one of our most moving evening activities, in which 

we travelled around The Briars in small groups of friends, acquaintances and people you never 

knew existed; and we discovered new and fresh ways to pray, such as meditation, music, writing 

letters to God, art and even Play-Doh sculptures. I discovered that prayer wasn’t just getting down 

on your knees and being very serious, but it’s actually a conversation between you and God, and 

you can converse anyway you like. The Briars team believe everything you do is a prayer; and we 

should be thankful for the opportunities to pray and converse in any way we wish with God. It was 

moving because there was not only a new and mutual closeness between you and God, but also 

between you and your group, which continued right till the last prayer on the last day and hopefully 

beyond. 

A slightly less obvious example is the pots. Each group was given a plant pot and told to paint it in 

any way they feel represents their group. We then had a reflection on the hard work, creativity and 

effort we all put into the pots to make them unique … then we smashed them. The idea was that 

the pots represented us as individuals and as a group. The hard work, creativity and effort 

reflected the hard work, creativity and effort God put into creating us. And smashing the pots? 

That represented sin, distractions, experiences, doubt and all things that pull us away from God 

and that smash us and our faith. However, we fixed the broken pots. In the same way that God 

fixes us with forgiveness, care and love, we fixed the pots with care, love and masking tape. After 

we did this, we displayed our pots proudly to the rest of the year; in the same way, we can proudly 

display our faith. Honestly, some looked better than others, but all were fixed in some way. We put 

lights in our pots, which shone through the tape and the entire display looked beautiful. I would 

even argue they looked more beautiful after they were smashed and fixed, and this was down to 

the light shining through all the cracks and imperfections. The light shone through the pots in the 

same way that Jesus’ light shines through us, and our imperfections and cracks and stupid 

mistakes, all of which God is okay with, because he loves and forgives us. 
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The whole week was wonderful, not too intense as these kinds of experiences can be. 

I strengthened old friendships and made new ones, with people I had never even said two words 

to before. The team were amazing and made everyone feel so welcome and ensured we were all 

happy and comfortable, which was lovely. The week was amazing and I recommend it to anyone 

and everyone. Whether you are Catholic, agnostic or have no faith at all or are struggling with 

faith. It is an amazing experience that really awakened me to my faith (plus the food is amazing). 

I would like to thank the staff who organised and took us on the trip; the team for being so fantastic 

throughout; my fellow Year 11s for making the experience extremely enjoyable; and of course God 

for being there throughout. 

Abigail Roberts 

Year 11, St Benedict Catholic Voluntary Academy 

 

Agape Youth – Growing in His Love 
For centuries, people have been asking themselves the BIG QUESTIONS: Who am I? Why am I 

here? What is my purpose? Some seek the answers to these questions by pushing themselves to 

the limit through their careers, sports and faith. Although some may believe that the answer to this 

question is 42, my opinion is that I am here to grow, that my purpose here is to grow. 

I came to this conclusion when I was a young adult worried about my future. I was in school, 

worried about which classes would be beneficial for university, where I would choose a subject 

that would determine my career for the rest of my life. I had a boyfriend at the time and was 

worried that we may not get into the same university so we could live happily ever after. I mean, it 

had to be true since I had written it all over my notebooks: Andy + Jannice = 2gether 4ever. The 

pressure to make the right choice was unbelievable. The finality that whatever choice was made 

was to be ‘forever’ and that the wrong one could cost you financial devastation and you could end 

up with nothing after you worked so hard was always on my mind. Thankfully I had a great youth 

worker in my church, who showed us a passage in the Bible: 

Matthew 6: 25–34 Good News Translation (GNT) 

25 ‘This is why I tell you: do not be worried about the food and drink you need in order to stay alive, or about 

clothes for your body. After all, isn’t life worth more than food? And isn’t the body worth more than clothes? 26 

Look at the birds: they do not plant seeds, gather a harvest and put it in barns; yet your Father in heaven 

takes care of them! Aren’t you worth much more than birds? 27 Can any of you live a bit longer by worrying 

about it? 28 And why worry about clothes? Look how the wild flowers grow: they do not work or make clothes 

for themselves. 29 But I tell you that not even King Solomon with all his wealth had clothes as beautiful as one 

of these flowers. 30 It is God who clothes the wild grass – grass that is here today and gone tomorrow, burned 

up in the oven. Won’t he be all the more sure to clothe you? What little faith you have! 31 So do not start 

worrying: “Where will my food come from? or my drink? or my clothes?” 32 (These are the things the pagans 

are always concerned about.) Your Father in heaven knows that you need all these things. 33 Instead, be 

concerned above everything else with the Kingdom of God and with what he requires of you, and he will 

provide you with all these other things. 34 So do not worry about tomorrow; it will have enough worries of its 

own. There is no need to add to the troubles each day brings.’ 

After reading that passage, I felt like a tremendous weight had been lifted off my shoulders. Not 

only did God know exactly was I was going through, but He was being so cool about it. He was 

literally saying, ‘Hey, chill. I got this. Just focus on our friendship and everything will fall into place’. 
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The part where it says ‘look how the flowers grow’ was a revelation. You never see a flower 

frustrated and wishing to sprout petals. As the season passes, it just grows. You never see a bird 

looking at its feathers willing them to grow; they just do and the bird after a while begins to fly. So I 

began to relax and I focused on my relationship with God. The best thing for a teenager going 

through life is Christ. I believe that’s where my passion for youth started. I felt like I had found the 

Golden Ticket and I wanted to share it. Let’s be real, how many times have you said to yourself, ‘If 

only I knew then what I know now I could have saved myself such trouble’? I am a strong believer 

that we can help our teenagers today in giving them those moments of revelation by making God’s 

Word relevant to their lives.  

God had been stirring in the hearts of parents for a youth group to be founded in the 

Belper/Duffield churches. It took some time, but we can proudly say that Our Lady of Perpetual 

Succour now has a youth group. It began in 2013 and has fifteen members, young men and 

women aged 11–18. They chose to call themselves Agape Youth. Agape stands for: 

Adore God as we 

Grow spiritually as Christ followers, in order to 

Accomplish acts of service as we 

Pursue the lost and 

Encourage one another through agape love. 

The Agape Youth group usually meet twice a month. So, if you are the parent of a youth in Year 7 

or higher and would like them to engage in church activities, drop them off at one of our next 

meetings held at Our Lady’s in. We meet on Fridays at 7.30 pm (check the Bulletin for dates). 

 

Tom and Ellie Colenso 

 

Fiona Monange 

 

Jack and Calvin Medcalf 

As a group, we have performed a short play for World Youth day, gone bowling and had games 

nights, but usually the meetings are held as Services of the Word. For the current academic year, 

the programme started with Genesis and is working its way forwards to the New Testament, taking 

the popular stories such as Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the Ark and making them 

relevant to them. For example, with the story of Cain and Abel we were able to see how someone 

so wrapped up in himself and his problem ended up killing an important relationship in his life. 

How many times as adults have we focused on personal pain and issues so we forget others and 

forget God, in effect ‘killing’ that particular relationship? As we tackle each story, we begin to see 

the overarching theme of our relationship with God. So that’s what we are focusing on: growing in 

God’s love and wisdom, and I am sure that God will handle the rest in their lives. 

Jannice Richthof  
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An Expedition in the Steps of Northumbria’s Saints 

 

Sunrise from our cottage 

Some members of the Newman Group were inspired after their reading of The Age of Bede earlier 

in the year to travel to Northumberland and find what traces still remain today of those seventh-

century saints – namely Aidan, Oswald, Cuthbert, Wilfrid and, of course, Bede. 

We were a party of six (Tricia, Kay-Lesley, 

Margaret, Yvonne, Sally and Jo) under the 

watchful eye of Quartermaster Tricia and in the 

care of our drivers, Yvonne and Tricia. We 

travelled north in the third week of September 

hoping the infamous North Sea elements would 

be kind to us. And kind they certainly were; we 

could not have wished for a milder week in 

which to rent a six-sleeper holiday cottage right 

on the sea in the fishing village of Craster, 

famous for its family-owned kipper curing 

business. 

We crammed each day with sightseeing interspersed with much hilarity (one member of the group 

remarked that she didn’t remember when she had laughed so much). The purpose of this article is 

not to give a blow-by-blow account of our activities – first we did this, then we did that – but rather 

to pick out the highlights and try to capture the essence of our shared experiences. 

Our destinations ranged from Bede’s World and monastic church of St Paul at Jarrow on the Tyne, 

to Anthony Gormley’s muscular Angel of the North at Gateshead (the metal giant is the height of 

four double decker buses); from Alnwick’s famous gardens, castle and 

intriguing second-hand bookshop to Bamburgh’s church, castle and Grace 

Darling Museum; from the glories of Durham Cathedral to an atmospheric 

Northumbrian music concert in the ancient Abbey of Hexham; from the 

bracing air of a long walk across Embleton Bay, via the ruins of 

Dunstanburgh Castle, to a stroll along Alnmouth’s sea front and sheltered 

estuary; from the Roman engineering marvels of Hadrian’s Wall to last, but 

certainly not least, the overwhelming magic and mystery of Holy Island 

itself. We needed so much more time to do justice to it all, but we packed our week full to the brim 

with what have already become very precious memories.  



11 
 

Certain ‘wow’ moments stand out: like the first sighting of the rose 

window when entering Durham Cathedral; like the brilliance of the 

stained glass in the Piper window lit by a shaft of afternoon sunlight in 

St Paul’s, Jarrow; like the sudden confrontation immediately on 

stepping inside St Mary’s Church, Lindisfarne, with the extraordinary 

life-size carving by Fenwick Lawson of six monks carrying 

St Cuthbert’s coffin to safety from the marauding Vikings; like the 

ever-changing lights that play across the surface of the North Sea, 

especially at sunrise and towards sunset; like the clear night sky 

when the Milky Way is a wide causeway of starlight, scarcely ever 

seen in such brilliance further south in Britain due both to latitude and 

light pollution from urban concentrations.  

One of my most enduring memories must be the performance of A Lindisfarne Gospel by the 

Alistair Anderson Band as part of the Hexham Music Festival. The Abbey’s acoustics are superb 

and the sound of Northumbrian pipes, fiddles, harp, concertina and cello wove a haunting melodic 

response to the Holy Isle and perfectly captured its spirituality and wide open skies. Hexham 

Abbey is redolent with history – its crypt was built by Wilfrid towards 

the end of the seventh century; one of the first churches in the area to 

be built of stone. Wilfrid had made many journeys to Rome and was 

much enamoured of the Roman catacombs and determined to build 

something similar back home. He plundered stones from nearby 

Hadrian’s Wall at Chesters and his crypt walls and ceiling have a 

variety of Roman carvings that once must have decorated columns at 

the fort. Descending the extremely steep steps down into the dark, 

damp crypt was quite a feat and we were grateful to the verger for 

opening the crypt out-of-hours for us to have a close encounter with 

the results of Wilfrid’s labours. In common with most mediaeval 

cathedrals and churches, Hexham boasts a feast of Celtic bosses 

and misericords; an enchanting mix of the sacred and profane. I loved 

finding a mischievous face of the Green Man grinning back at me from a dark corner and imagined 

the delight of the carver who left his very personal stamp behind. The subsequent sanitising of 

Christian church architecture has surely been to its detriment. 

Durham Cathedral, for anyone who has not visited it, is an absolute must. An architectural 

masterpiece, it contains the tombs and relics of both St Cuthbert and St Bede. The Shrine of 

St Cuthbert is behind the high altar, where his remains lie under a simple stone slab. Cuthbert died 

in 687 on his beloved Inner Farne Island. He was originally buried at Lindisfarne, where, eleven 

years later, his body was found to be miraculously intact and without showing any signs of decay. 

He remained on Holy Island until 875, when the monks took away his coffin, the relics of King 

Oswald and the Lindisfarne Gospels, in order to prevent their destruction by the Vikings. Thus 

began a long and difficult journey around the north of England, ending at Chester-le-Street in 883. 

The relics remained there for just over a century, before their removal in 995 to Durham. In the 

cathedral shrine, there is a mutilated fifteenth-century statue of St Cuthbert holding the severed 

head of King Oswald. This skull is buried with Cuthbert; a fitting memorial to a king who was 

responsible for promoting the foundation of Lindisfarne (influenced by his long exile on Iona) and 

who, throughout his all-too-short reign of eight years worked alongside Aidan spreading 
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Christianity throughout his kingdom. Oswald’s head, severed in battle, had been given to 

Lindisfarne monastery as a precious relic.  

I felt uncomfortable with the rather gaudy twentieth-century tester by Ninian Comper which is 

suspended over Cuthbert’s tomb. I considered it unsuited to this very humble saint, who loved 

nature and eschewed any form of ostentation, choosing instead the life of a hermit on a remote 

island. I doubted he would have liked his tester! We attended a simple prayer service in Cuthbert’s 

Shrine and joined in these words spoken by the countless visitors from all over the world who visit 

Durham Cathedral: ‘Guide us in our pilgrimage of faith, that with the memory of Cuthbert in our 

hearts, we may walk with Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and find freedom in His 

service’. 

The main purpose of our expedition was to visit Lindisfarne, also known as Holy Island. We had a 

glorious day for our trip: warm sun, blue skies and no wind. 

What a bonus! It is difficult to capture the island in a few words, 

since it represents so many things to different people. The 

island is only accessible by a causeway at low tide and a fragile 

line of stakes marks the pilgrim’s way across the mud and sand 

flats. We had hoped to walk there rather than drive, but the two-

hour, quite difficult walk (four hours there and back) would have 

allowed us little or no time to see the island. There is a lot to 

see: the Benedictine priory ruins (Henry VIII’s doing); the Parish 

Church of St Mary; the Priory Museum; the Heritage Centre 

with its Lindisfarne Gospels exhibition; the Tudor castle built 

from the priory stone; the family-owned brewery, still making 

mead using the monks’ original recipe; the village itself and the natural beauties of the island with 

its outstanding flora and fauna.  

There is of course nothing material left of Aidan and Cuthbert’s monastery, 

which would have appeared to us as little more than crude wooden huts 

scarcely able to keep the howling north winds at bay. It is thought it stood 

on the same site as today’s priory ruins – a site that has endured much 

violence first from the invading Vikings then from Thomas Cromwell’s hit 

men. But the prevailing atmosphere is one of extraordinary peace, 

captured by Fenwick Lawson’s bronze cast – Cuthbert of Farne – complete 

with an eider duck sheltering at his feet in the folds of his habit. 

The Lindisfarne Gospel exhibition is fascinating: the revelation that such a 

beautiful, intricate manuscript was the work of one man – Eadfrith – over many years; the tedious 

and complex techniques of calligraphy and colouring; the astounding fact that from the several 

hundred calves slaughtered for the purpose,130 of the best skins were selected to make the 

vellum (the value of the animals alone would have represented more than the entire lifetime 

earnings of most of the ordinary people living at that time). Eadfrith combined his labours as 

scribe/artist with those of a bishop – how he found enough hours in his day is in itself a wonder. 
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We left the island in late afternoon. Looking back to where it lay behind us, serene in the low rays 

of the sun, bathed in a lambent light, it was indeed a holy sanctuary waiting in time for eternity – a 

place of mystery, both numinous and challenging. A prayer in St Mary’s Church reads: 

As Aidan cared for the souls of others 

Help me to love unconditionally 

As Cuthbert trusted in You for all his needs 

Help me to have faith. 

As Eadfrith was inspired to glorify You, 

Help me to be creative. 

As this Island has been soaked in prayer 

Help me to pray unceasingly. 

We returned to Derbyshire almost light-headed with the spiritual wealth of our experiences. Would 

I go again? Yes, most certainly. Next time I would aim to stay on Holy Island for a day or two. I 

don’t want to be a day tripper a second time. I would like to absorb the island quietly, slowly taking 

in the centuries that have formed it and contemplating its legacy and significance both collectively 

and personally. As Magnus Magnusson says in his book on Lindisfarne, ‘Journeying to Lindisfarne 

is to make a pilgrimage, a voyage of discovery … Above all, for some, it is a place where you 

discover yourself’. 

And with the promise of a Craster kipper, brown bread and butter and a pot of good strong tea at 

the end of the journey, who could resist a return visit to Northumberland? 

 

Jo Bernhardt 

 

 

 

Cuthbert 

[In honour of the trip, I named the kittens I 

acquired shortly afterwards Cuthbert and Wilfrid – 

Ed] 

  

Wilfrid 
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CreationFest – A Personal Reflection 

For many years, our parish has had a special connection with St Francis. In the 1930s, Franciscan 

sisters came to Belper to open a school named after Franciscan St Elizabeth of Hungary, which 

still flourishes; many of our children are, or have been, pupils there, and some parish members 

were even educated there themselves. When the teaching was handed on to lay staff, Sisters 

Bernadette and Penny continued to have a vital role in the life of Our Lady’s and St Margaret’s. 

And as they moved on, the Franciscan torch was quietly taken up and joyfully carried by the local 

Secular Franciscan fraternity, which continues to grow in faith and service to our community. 

I’m not a member of the Order, though I’m lucky enough to count many as my friends; so I was 

delighted when gifted Derbyshire artist Michael Cook was inspired by the illustrated copy of 

St Francis’s ‘Canticle of the Creatures’, displayed in the St Benedict Room, to create his own 

series of beautiful paintings based on St Francis’s hymn of praise to God our Creator. These were 

shown to highly appreciative visitors at Melbourne Festival, alongside the work of two other 

professional artists. As ever, I was deeply touched when Michael invited me to write some words 

to accompany each image; I’m still surprised, challenged and delighted to be asked. 

As the feast of St Francis last year fell at the weekend and followed on only a few weeks after the 

festival, an inspired idea surfaced that the Parish could fulfil a long-held wish to celebrate 

St Francis wholeheartedly and offer thanksgiving for our Franciscan heritage. So a plan was 

formed to dedicate special services to the feast, opening with the Angelus at noon on October 3rd, 

through the Transitus in the evening, with its poignant laying to rest of St Francis’s ‘body’ as a 

memorial of his passing from death to new life, then Morning Prayer on the feast itself. The special 

Mass later that day would include hymns based on St Francis’s own words and bidding prayers 

adapted from prayers inspired by the Canticle and offered at Melbourne Parish Church during the 

festival. 

With help from the artists, Our Lady’s was transformed, as playful pictures by John Rattigan, artful 

calligraphy by Elizabeth Forrest and Michael Cook’s canticle sequence ‘Thank You for the Rain’ 

were displayed around the church and overflowed into the Parish Room. Eye-catching posters 

announcing our ‘CreationFest’ were hung in both churches and around the town, inviting people to 

come and join the celebration and see the pictures, which were accompanied by lively or reflective 

recorded music. Our own creative arrangers of flowers and makers of tempting cakes added their 

special gifts to welcome visitors. After much moving of benches and hanging of pictures, 

everything was ready. 

It was a remarkable experience for those who took part in the services to be surrounded by a feast 

of creative work so generously shared with us. It was a particular joy to welcome visitors who have 

never been to our small church before, so it was with some sadness that the comment was made 

that few people from the Parish came to share the feast. Francis sees so much of the world 

around him as brothers and sisters, so where was our own faith-family? This troubled me for some 

days, until our good-humoured God gave me a gentle nudge just a week or so later, when so 

many people gathered to create and celebrate a Harvest Mass and give so generously to the Food 

Bank – and in spite of helping in a small way in its preparation, I couldn’t be there to share in it for 

family reasons! Still, the lovely bidding prayers based on Francis’s canticle of all creation were 

used once more, linking the joy of both occasions. 
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I love the hymn we learned for St Francis’s feast; space doesn’t allow for all the words, but here’s 

the final verse: 

Then most high and thankful praise 

I will sing unto the glory of your name; 

to Father, Son and Spirit bright, 

Living Presence, Perfect Charity. 

Praise to the Love that shines in splendour, 

that lights the pathways of my heart, 

and brings me close to you. 

O Holy One, invite me in, 

where you live in perfect charity 

(Celebration Hymnal 782) 

This is the spirit in which the work and words were created, and in which this reflection is offered; I 

hope we’ll sing it together again soon. 

PS As I write, I’ve heard that a generous anonymous donor has offered to buy one of Michael’s 

original paintings from the Canticle series for Our Lady’s. The God of Surprises is at play again! 

Ros O’Melia 

 

 

Put a Spring in Your Step… 

 

Remember these from the last issue of Journeys? 

 

 

The Parish rambling group is preparing to get its boots muddy again on more walks of 3 – 4 miles! 

Please check the Bulletin for details of forthcoming walks. Everyone welcome. 

If you have any queries or suggestions, please contact Tricia Lloyd (01332 842150) or Sally 

Phillips (01332 841681).  
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Harvest Celebration Mass 
On 26th October 2014, we held a Harvest Celebration Mass at Our Lady’s. The church was 

decorated in a harvest theme on Friday by Pat and Jannice with the help of Barbara and John in 

the afternoon – and in the evening the Youth Group 

packed all the hampers ready for the Auction on 

Sunday. The church looked great on Saturday 

evening with the pumpkins lit. After the 6 pm Mass, 

there was a chance for parishioners to have a cuppa 

and purchase any preserves or hampers before the 

Auction.  

Sunday – what a brilliant response from parishioners! The box and basket for groceries was full to 

overflowing and the children’s liturgy group brought gifts of food to take up at the offertory. After 

Mass, there was the chance for a cuppa and a ‘pumpkin biscuit or cake’ and the sale and Auction 

began, David Barlow being the Auctioneer. All hampers were quickly sold and the preserves and 

cakes sold out too! 

 

A final cash total of £300 was handed over to David Barlow to pass on to the Hope for Belper 

Food Bank along with the many, many bags of groceries which he took on Sunday afternoon. 

It was a lovely weekend, with everyone both young and older getting involved – we are such a 

generous and sociable parish. Thanks to all who donated and those who gave up their time and 

talents to make this a success. 

Barbara Wareing, Pat Whetton and Jannice Richthof 
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The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

Once again, I have taken on the Presidency of the SVP in the Parish and I hope that the next 

three years will be a time of rebuilding and growth for the Society in Belper and Duffield. We need 

a strong SVP in the Parish to relieve our priest of some of the burden of visiting the elderly and 

sick in their own homes or in local care and nursing homes. They are part of our Parish community 

and we cannot forget them. Most of us will be old or infirm someday. Will the Church care for us 

when our turn comes? The SVP visits around fifteen people in a normal week, but our membership 

is dwindling and we need new members. Ask yourself: ‘Could I spend an hour a week visiting my 

fellow parishioners?’ If so, why not join us?  

 

When I needed a neighbour were you there; were you there? 

 

Kerela 

Our SVP conference has been twinned with an SVP in a parish in Kerala in Southern India since 

the 1970s. We had good communication with the parish for many years and helped them set up a 

coir factory and mend boats damaged by storms. The money that we send to them every quarter 

helps to sustain several families in their parish. Recently, we have heard nothing from them. This 

may be because of a language problem, and I wonder whether some of our own parishioners from 

Kerala could help in this respect by helping us to get back in contact with them? I would love to 

have a Kerala Evening or Kerala Weekend, where our parishioners from Kerala entertain us and 

give us a taste of their culture. Proceeds to our twin. If you can help in any way, please contact me 

or Father Michael and let’s get things going! 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our retiring President, Pam Laven, for the wonderful leadership she 

has given to the Society over the last few years. It was her example of being there whatever the 

cost that has drawn people into the Society and kept it at the forefront of Parish life. I hope that we 

can continue to flourish and I can't wait for the rush of people willing to give a little time each week 

to show their Christian love. 

Bernard Holden 

(01773 823379) 
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Leisure Group News 

WE WOULD LOVE YOU TO JOIN US IN THE FUN! 

Contact Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 barbara.wareing@btinternet.com  

Highlights of 2014 

January 

 9th – We all met in the Parish House for a New Year Celebration: mulled wine, sherry, 

mince pies and cakes! Plenty of catching up to do and plans to make for our meetings in 

2014. 

 24th – Our first outing of the year to the Bull’s Head, Belper Lane End. Anthony always does 

us proud with a lovely meal. Thanks to Pam and Jack for booking it and joining us for lunch. 

We missed having Joan C with us, as she had made the decision to move to Holbrook Hall 

– we wish her well. Kitty also was not well so couldn’t be with us today. 

February 

 6th – A meeting in the Parish House where David Mullen and Wyn gave us an insight into 

Russia years ago – very interesting; thanks to both of them. Wyn has a fantastic memory 

for events in her life! We followed this with an early Valentine Party – any excuse for cake! 

 20th – Gareth Greenwood from Hope for Belper spoke to us about the Food Bank. There 

was a very good turn-out, but sadly a few were missing, including Kitty, who was having a 

little respite care in Coxbench Hall and Joan D was not well. A warm welcome was 

extended to Jane Drew. Gareth was brilliant and helped us understand just what goes on 

with the Food Bank and answered the many questions that were put to him. A very 

interesting afternoon was finished off with some fantastic cake from Maureen Walsh (a 

recent birthday, I believe!). 

March 

 6th – Vintage Afternoon Tea at Horsley Lodge. Twelve of us spent a lovely relaxing 

afternoon enjoying splendid cakes – we were so well looked after – the time went so 

quickly. Thanks to all who kindly offer lifts – what would we do without you? 

 20th – Lenten Mass and Frugal Lunch at Duffield (well, almost frugal!). 

April 

 10th – We were joined by Tricia, June, Pam, Jannice and Katherine for a picnic lunch at 

St Margaret’s before travelling with Amber Valley Community Transport to Mount Saint 

Bernard Abbey, where we were met by Heather Ward, who had organised the afternoon 

for us. We were able to join the monks for prayers at 2.30 before Brother J came to tell us 

all about the history of the Monastery – a very interesting afternoon. There was a chance to 

visit the shop and have a cuppa before leaving for home. Unfortunately, we were caught up 

in the traffic with all the road works going on around Derby, arriving back to Duffield at 6 

pm (some 45 minutes later than expected). 

 24th – We met in the Parish House just to chat, catch up with friends and have a cuppa.  
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May 

 8th – We met in the Parish House for a Fun Quiz – just to keep the ‘grey matter’ working  

 22nd – Again, we met in Parish House for cake, chat and a cuppa and of course the Raffle! 

June 

 12th – Lunch at the Family Tree in Whatstandwell. We had the Function Room to ourselves 

and were really well looked after. The food was fantastic and such good value – everyone 

enjoyed it so much we booked again for our Anniversary Meal in October. 

 26th – We celebrated Isabel’s 70th Birthday with Afternoon Tea – plenty of cakes and 

scones – Yummy! Fourteen of us all enjoyed the afternoon and it was lovely to see Kitty 

and Patricia back with us again. 

July 

 11th – Afternoon Tea at the Bull’s Head to celebrate Barbara and John’s Golden Wedding 

– What a lovely spread was laid on. Thanks to Pat and her willing helpers for organising 

all the decorations and cake! 

 13th – We had an afternoon of cake, wine and bubbly at St Margaret’s for the Parish to 

celebrate Barbara and John’s Golden Wedding – thanks to all who came along. 

 24th – Twenty-four of us had a luxury Birthday Picnic at St Margaret’s to celebrate an early 

70th Birthday for Pat – Members brought a selection of very tempting salads and desserts. 

Everything went well and all went home FULL! Jannice came along to help us prepare. 

We always have willing hands to help prepare and clear away – thanks everyone. 

August 

 No meetings. 

September 

 4th – Eighteen of us gathered in the Parish House to purchase Phoenix cards (they give a 

portion of their takings to Macmillian Cancer Care). The card sale was very successful – 

our takings were over £150 – brilliant! We also celebrated Wyn’s recent birthday (one of 

her 99 treats for her 99th year!), lots of cakes! Also Pat treated us to sherry as a thanks for 

her recent birthday gifts. It was lovely to have Angela Vale and Jannice with us today. 

 25th – The title of the talk this afternoon was ‘Tax, Care and Toy Boys’! This was a very 

informative afternoon learning just how to go about leaving your money secure for your 

family. 

October 

 9th – Pat took over the meeting as Barbara was away and we had invited Marie Molloy to 

speak about CAFOD and just what happens to our donations. A very good afternoon; 

thanks, Marie. 

 23rd – Our Anniversary meal was held in the Function Room of the Family Tree. As usual, 

we had a marvellous meal, AND wine, to celebrate our 29th year! Early birthday wishes to 

Barbara Henegan and thanks to her for sending birthday cards on behalf of the Leisure 

Group.  
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‘In the money’: September 2014 

 

The Family Tree: October 2014 

 

The Family Tree: flowers presented at the end of the meal  



22 
 

November 

  13th – We met in the Parish House to make arrangements for the Annual Mass and the 

Christmas Meal and Party. 

 27th – Annual Mass for Deceased Members at St Margaret’s at 11.30 am followed by Lunch. 

December 

 9th – Christmas Dinner at St Elizabeth’s and a chance to watch the Infant Nativity Play. As 

usual, it was lovely – the children do so well to learn their lines and songs. Thanks to the 

school for getting everything ready for us. 

 18th – Our Annual Christmas Dinner and Party at St Margaret’s – a great time was had by 

all. A five-course meal followed by party games and carols to get into the Christmas spirit. 

Thanks to all who helped in the preparations and serving – everything went smoothly. 

2015 

January 

 8th – We met in the Parish House for a New Year Party (festive food and sherry!) and to 

plan our meetings for 2015. Sadly, a few were poorly and missing – we remembered them 

in our prayers – also sadly this was the day that our beloved Joan Carberry passed away; 

she would be with us in spirit. We will all miss her. 

 22nd – Ten of us met in the Parish House to chat and have a cuppa and finalise our plans 

for the year. Wyn was a little poorly today so could not attend. 

 27th – We attended the Funeral Mass of Joan Carberry to say our final goodbyes – we all 

hold fond memories of her. 

February 

 2nd – Renée Rayton’s 102nd Birthday – we had Mass for her in Belper Views on 

29th January which was very well attended and enjoyed by all. 

 5th – Thirteen of us met for lunch at the White Hart in Duffield. Sadly, Wyn was just out of 

hospital and wasn’t well enough to attend; however, Kitty was able to join us – thanks to 

Martin for bringing her across. We all enjoyed the meal and company. This was also Nora 

Donlan’s 100th Birthday – Liz Worth was at a celebration meal for her at Blackbrook House 

and the Leisure Group had a Mass said for her at Our Lady’s. 

 19th – A Valentine Party: bingo and a raffle plus bubbly, cake and biscuits, all washed down 

with a cuppa! We had a great afternoon – much laughter playing Bingo – it was good to see 

everyone relaxed and enjoying the fun. Wyn is improving daily – hopefully she will be able 

to join us soon. 

March 

 12th – Our Lenten Mass at St Margaret’s was very well attended Thanks to Fr Michael for 

agreeing to celebrate Mass at 11 am for us. This year our Lenten offering was to help fund 

John Vale Junior to go to Lourdes – we had a ‘Frugal’ Lunch and sale of homemade 

preserves, biscuits and cakes and of course the customary raffle! At the end of the day, the 

total raised was £295 – and still more preserves to sell! Thanks to all for the support. 
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Relaxing before going to watch the Children’s Nativity Play at St Elizabeth’s: December 2014 

  

All dressed up for the 2014 Christmas Meal  Two ‘Special People’ who help with the Leisure Group Meals 

– where would I be without them? Thanks, Barbara 

 

 

Nora Donlan’s 100
th
 Birthday celebrations: February 2015  
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Joan Carberry RIP 8th January 2015 
Joan, together with her husband Jim, had been at the first meeting of the Leisure Group thirty 

years ago. Joan could ‘chat for England’ – always a tale to be told. She was a lively member and 

enjoyed being with her Leisure Group friends – and was always ready to be on the list for meals 

out or outings. She was an active member right up to the end and is sadly missed. 

 

Attending Tea at the Ritz: 2012 

 

Sister Penny’s Golden Jubilee 
Pam and Jack Laven, Barbara and John Wareing, Alison and David Roome and Sr Bernadette 

attened Sr Penny’s Golden Jubilee in Glasgow on 8th September 2014. A lovely service at 

Blessed John Duns Scotus Church was followed by lunch in the Parish Hall. Sr Penny was so 

happy and jubilant and looked well and it was lovely to see and hear the piper as we entered the 

church. 

 

Barbara Wareing  



25 
 

CAFOD News 

 

Introducing David Pipe, our new CAFOD representative 

 

I moved from Yorkshire in June 2014 after fifty 

years as a member of St Anthony’s, Clayton 

parish. I have been married to Dorothy for forty-

one years. Dot has been a life-long Methodist 

and is now a member of Belper Central 

Methodists. We have one son, James, 

daughter-in-law Emma and two wonderful 

grand-daughters, Chloe and Jess, who all live in 

Duffield. My main interests in life are Rotary (I 

have been a Rotarian for over twenty-seven 

years), cricket (absolutely fanatical), rugby 

league, walking, gardening, reading and 

learning to paint. 

Sponsored Cycle Ride 

Last Autumn, Patricia Wickens decided to use 

her bike to raise funds for CAFOD, which 

coincided with the annual Harvest Fast. 

 

 

David Pipe 

 

‘Beyond the Green Envelope’: Talk by Marie Molloy 

Here are highlights of the talk which Marie Molloy, Manager of CAFOD for the Nottingham 

Diocese, gave in the Parish House on 21st October 2014. 

You may have put some money in the green CAFOD Fast Day envelope, but how much do you 

know about the organisation that you are supporting? Do you know how and when it was 

founded? How much money does CAFOD receive each year and what is it spent on? Read on 

and find out more! 

The story began in 1960, on the beautiful but impoverished Caribbean island of Dominca where 

children were dying because of a lack of even the most basic healthcare. A small group of Catholic 

women in England heard about the need and decided to raise funds for a mother and baby health 

programme. As members of the Catholic Woman’s League and the Union of Catholic Mothers, 

they persuaded the National Board of Catholic Women to support them and assist in organising a 

Family Fast Day, a day when families would be encouraged to eat a more frugal meal than usual 
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and give what they saved to support their programme. The target was to raise £500, but the 

women actually collected over £6,000, which equates to about £100,000 in today’s money. 

The process was successfully repeated the following year and then, on the eve of the Second 

Vatican Council in 1962, the Bishops of England and Wales established CAFOD as the official 

Catholic organisation for overseas development and humanitarian relief. That is still CAFOD’s (the 

Catholic Agency for Overseas Development), status to this day and our main fundraising and 

promotion opportunities are Lent Fast Day and Harvest Fast Day. 

CAFOD’s vision is, and always has been, of a world transformed to reflect the Kingdom of God; a 

world where the rights and dignity of every person are respected and all have access to the basic 

needs of life. We work to enable women and men to share equally in shaping their societies and 

our world, so that the structures which govern people’s lives are just and enable peace. We have a 

duty to ensure that the gifts of creation are nurtured and shared by all for the common good and 

CAFOD does this by working with people of all faiths and none. Inspired by Scripture and Catholic 

Social Teaching, and the experiences and hopes of people living in poverty, CAFOD works for a 

safe, sustainable and peaceful world. To enable us to do this work, we raise funds and call for 

action from the Catholic community and beyond and in turn are sustained by the prayer and 

commitment of our supporters. 

 

First Fast Day Poster 

Over the last fifty plus years, CAFOD has grown and developed as an organisation. We work in 

around forty countries across Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. CAFOD is a 

member of Caritas International, which is a network of 165 Catholic relief and development and 

social service organisations in over 200 countries around the world. A close working relationship 

with the other Caritas International agencies helps to give CAFOD global reach. We also have a 

special alliance with SCIAF and Trocaire, our sister agencies based in Scotland and Ireland and 

work in alliance with fellow British development agencies such as Christian Aid, Oxfam and Islamic 

Relief. 
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In the beginning, CAFOD was primarily focused on sustained development work through projects 

which encouraged people to help themselves. By the 1970s, CAFOD was also increasingly 

involved in providing emergency relief in the aftermath of both natural and man-made disasters 

and then staying on to help people to rebuild their lives. The 1980s saw the start of a vital 

education programme within schools and colleges and with adults, to raise a greater awareness of 

the crucial independence of rich and poor, along with an involvement in campaigning to tackle the 

systems and injustices that keep poor people poor. CAFOD’s journey has been driven by a belief 

in a God who doesn’t have favourites but who wants all his children to experience the fullness of 

life. 

CAFOD is a partnership agency, working with and through partners. Currently, 

we have around 500 partners who are trusted local organisations and 

many are church based, but not all. They are run by local staff and 

volunteers, who are working to reduce poverty in their own 

communities. Partnerships, many very long-standing, are based on 

mutual commitment, trust and shared concerns. As an agency, 

CAFOD doesn’t just raise and distribute money but is able to engage 

in a diverse range of development work helping communities build a 

better future for themselves and create lasting change. Through 

partners, CAFOD is able to listen to local needs and work out how best to 

meet them, working together to improve lives and livelihoods. 

In the last financial year (2013/2014), CAFOD’s income was £51.3 million. 

Around 70% of this money came from supporters like you – parishes, 

schools, groups and individuals in the Catholic community and beyond. So 

without your financial support, CAFOD would simply not exist. As you would 

expect, almost all of this money, £51 million, was spent, with about 90% of 

CAFOD income going on programmes to tackle poverty and injustice, 

including grants to partners and other third parties, together with related 

staff, activity and support costs overseas and in England and Wales. The 

remaining 10% was spent on governance of the charity and on generating 

funds. Put simply, about 90p in every £1 donated goes on ‘our work’ and 10p 

goes on ‘admin’. 

So next time you choose to place a donation in a green CAFOD envelope, or 

to give to a CAFOD collection, I hope that you feel a little more informed 

about the organisation you are supporting. CAFOD is truly your charity – 

inspired by ordinary women responding with compassion; an integral part of 

the Catholic Church in England and Wales and able to exist supported by 

your wealth-sharing, prayer and action. 

I’m here for a purpose – 

please feed me! 

Marie Molloy 
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Parish Library Update 

The following books have been added to the library during 2014: 

Title Author Category 

The Advent of Peace Mary C. Grey Advent 

Catholicism: An Introduction Peter Stanford Catholicism 

What Am I Doing Here? Hilary Brand Christianity 

The Ten Commandments: Laws of the Heart Joan Chittister Other 

Music on the Wind Eddie Askew Prayer 

For the Love of God Anthea Dove Prayer 

Large Print Prayer Book Kevin Mayhew Prayer 

Francis of Rome and Francis of Assisi: 

A New Spring in the Church? 

Leonardo Boff Saints/Pope 

Charity in Truth (Caritas in Veritate) Pope Benedict XVI Saints/Pope 

Jesus’ Plan for a New World: The Sermon on 

the Mount 

Richard Rohr Scripture 

Soul Sisters: Women in Scripture Gately & Glanzman Scripture 

Travelling Light: Your Journey to Wholeness Daniel O’Leary Spirituality 

Radical Grace: Daily Meditations Richard Rohr Spirituality 

The Wild Man’s Journey Rohr & Martos Spirituality 

 

The library is kept on the shelf in the St Benedict Room and is for the use of all parishioners. 

Parishioners are requested to record any books borrowed in the file at the end of the shelf and to 

also record when they are returned. 

There are also back copies of the weekly The Tablet, which may be of interest to parishioners. 

All books and journals have been donated to the parish by parishioners and further donations will 

be appreciated. 

The main requirement is that only books published within the last twenty years are included. 

If anyone has any queries, please contact me. 

John Kelsall 

01773 823702 

john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk  
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Catholic Truth Society (CTS) 

Hopefully you have been inspired by some of the articles in this edition of Journeys. Here are 

some relevant CTS publications… 

  

 

  

     

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

The CTS have over 600 publications currently available. As well as Catholics, their mission 

reaches out to those who may feel far from God and from happiness, offering them hope. 

Please browse the stands at Belper and Duffield and consider purchasing a booklet or two; the 

majority cost £2.50 or less. If you have any queries or suggestions, do contact me on 01332 

841681. 

Sally Phillips  

http://www.ctsbooks.org/FileDepository/Products/Imported/D707.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/FileDepository/Products/Imported/SP29.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/jan15 covers/b701-vincent de paul.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/jan 2014 covers/b756-year-with-the-english-saints.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/FileDepository/Products/Imported/B713.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/may 2013 covers/sp39.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2014 covers/d786 2.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2014 covers/h513.jpg
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Preparing for Easter 

St Barnabas Cathedral 

1st April:  Chrism Mass, 11.30 am 

St Margaret Clitherow, Duffield 

29th March:  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, Mass 9 am 

5th April:  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord, Mass 9 am 

Our Lady's, Belper 

29th March:  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, Mass 11 am 

2nd April:  Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30 pm 

3rd April:  Good Friday, Solemn Liturgy 3 pm 

4th/5th April:  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord: 

In the Holy Night (Saturday evening), Vigil and first Mass of Easter, 8.45 pm 

At the Mass during the Day (Sunday morning), 11 am 

Please see the Bulletin for details about reconciliation opportunities and also about the Easter 

drama The Resurrection and flash mob production being planned by Churches Together in Belper 

for Saturday, 4th April on King Street and at St Peter’s. 

 

Parish Contact Details and Mass Times 
Priest in Charge: Fr Michael Kirkham VF 

   Parish House, 12 Gibfield Lane, Belper DE56 1WA 

Tel: 01773 822182 

Fr Michael: our_ladys_belper@hotmail.com 

Administrator: office@cpbd.co.uk 

Website:  www.cpbd.co.uk 

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Gibfield Lane, Belper DE56 1WA 

Saturday Vigil 6 pm (confessions from 5.30 pm) 

Sunday 11 am 

St Margaret Clitherow, Hall Farm Road, Duffield DE56 4FS 

Sunday 9 am 

Please refer to the weekly Bulletin for weekday Mass times.  
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Parish Directory 

Priest in Charge and 
President of the PPC 

Fr Michael Kirkham 01773 822182 
our_ladys_belper@hotmail.com 

PPC Chair David Barlow 01773 825937 
david@barlow1043.freeserve.co.uk 

PPC Secretary Niels Richthof 07962 352000 
niels@richthof.de 

PPC Members Anne Halliday 01332 841985 / 07795268940 
annehalliday1964@btinternet.com 

 Tricia Lloyd 01332 842150 
palloyd@hotmail.com 

 Louise Monange 01773 825382 
louise.monange@btinternet.com 

 Sally Phillips 01332 841681 
sally.phillips@talk21.com 

 David Pipe 01773 687645 
spwools@aol.com 

 Alan Ward 01773 599982 
alanward55@hotmail.com 

 Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

 John Wareing 
 

01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

 Michael Wright 01773 852722 
michaelandmargaretwright@hotmail.co.uk 

Admin/Parish Office Sherri Medcalf office@cpbd.co.uk 

Adult Faith Formation Fr Michael As above 

Agape Youth Jannice Richthof 01773 820760 / 07949389757 
missjannice@gmail.com 

APF Keith Wharam 01332 841241 
kandemwharam@yahoo.co.uk 

Baptismal Preparation Fr Michael As above 

Belper Churches Together Pat Whetton 01773 823480 

Belper Cottage Project Liz Worth 01773 822879 

Belper Food Bank David Barlow 01773 825937 
david@barlow1043.freeserve.co.uk 

Bidding Prayers Ros O’Melia 
 
Heather Ward 

01773 825633 
rosalindomelia@hotmail.com 
01773 599982 
heatherward55@hotmail.co.uk 

Booking Rooms/Halls: 
Duffield 

 
Keith Siddons 

 
01773 824936 

Buildings, Gardens John Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Bulletin Sherri Medcalf office@cpbd.co.uk 

CAFOD David Pipe 01773 687645 
spwools@aol.com 

Children’s Liturgy Cathy Smith 01773 826534 
cath@sphilip11.orangehome.co.uk 

Christian Aid Kathy Gorman 01332 842603 
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com 

Cleaning Rotas: 
Belper 
Duffield 

 
Ann Smith 
vacant 

 
01773 824838 
 

Confirmation Fr Michael As above 

CTS Sally Phillips 01332 841681 
sally.phillips@talk21.com 

Duffield Christian Council Kathy Gorman 01332 842603 
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com 
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Eucharistic Ministers 
 
Rotas 

Bernard Holden 
 
John Vale 

01773 823379 
bernard.holden@uwclub.net 
01773 824676 

Fairtrade Kathy Gorman 01332 842603 
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com 

Finance Paul Medcalf 01773 823567 

First Holy Communion Stephen Brind 01332 840256 
oldorchardbank@btinternet.com 

Flower Arranging: 
Belper 
Duffield 

 
Barbara Henegan 
Madeleine Holmes 

 
01773 824266 
01332 842068 

Gift Aid Scheme Stephen Brind 01332 840256 
oldorchardbank@btinternet.com 

Leisure Group Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Library John Kelsall 01773 823702 
john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk 

Marriage Fr Michael As above 

Mothers Prayers Ann Gannon 01773 883386 

Music: 
Belper 
 
Duffield 

 
Ed Turner 
 
Eileen Wharam 
 
Sally Phillips 

 
01773 550869 
edandlizturner@gmail.com 
01332 841241 
kandemwharam@yahoo.co.uk 
01332 841681 
sally.phillips@talk21.com 

Repository Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Rotas (Welcomers, 
Readers, Bidding Prayers) 

John Kelsall 01773 823702 
john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk 

Sacristan Tricia Lloyd 01332 842150 
palloyd@hotmail.com 

SFO (Secular Franciscans) Ann Gannon 01332 883386 

Social and Fundraising vacant  

SVP (St Vincent de Paul 
Society) 

Bernard Holden 01773 823379 
bernard.holden@uwclub.net 

Tea/Coffee Rotas Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Website 
www.cpbd.org.uk 

Sherri Medcalf office@cpbd.co.uk 

 


