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Advent 2015 

Dear Readers, 

A Jubilee Year of Mercy 
No-one can say life is dull with Pope Francis around! He has made a great impact by his personal 
presence and style of spontaneous interaction. It has been said he saves his best smile for the 
poor! Many people, Catholic and non-Catholic, follow him online to read his daily homilies and for 
the wisdom of his Twitter feed. He has been setting about a much-needed reshaping of the 
Vatican Curia with some success. And he has been credited with helping to broker a long-overdue 
rapprochement in relations between Cuba and the United States during recent missions with tact 
and consummate diplomacy.  

A Synod of Bishops recently met in Rome. The Pope paved the way for this with an Extraordinary 
Synod, held a year ago, to open up discussion and debate around difficult pastoral matters 
concerning marriage and family life. He did this in the faith that the Holy Spirit would guide the 
Church to find ways of bringing ecclesiastical discipline more clearly into line with church doctrine 
so that the Church might more truly display to the world the merciful face of Jesus Christ and not a 
harsh, condemning, guilt-inducing face which, for many, at times it has. We now await the Pope's 
official response and teaching which will renew our future practice.  

At the Pope's initiative, the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady on 8th December this 
year will open a jubilee year in the life of the church. Doors will be opened in cathedrals and 
basilicas around the world. Here at Belper and Duffield we can do something similar (see below) – 
and not only at our church liturgies but also wherever groups meet in the parish. Think about how 
you can make this gesture a meaningful one, for example inviting friends and parishioners round 
to open the doors of the place where you meet in a ritual way, leading on to fellowship, 
conversation and prayer together.  

A jubilee is a special time of grace, a whole year when the Spirit can use us to change things. In 
Biblical times, the land lay fallow, slaves were set free and debts were cancelled in a jubilee year 
so that everyone who felt left out for whatever reason, possibly because of mistakes made or 
unfortunate circumstances that had arisen, could know healing and have the chance to begin 
again.  

As he himself acknowledges, since first being made a young Jesuit superior in Argentina during 
the 1980s and then an Archbishop, Pope Francis has himself been changed by the Holy Spirit 
over the years to become a living icon of God’s love. That’s what mercy is – God’s love in action. 
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How can we, like him, use our unique voices, hands, faces and gestures to offer others a smile, a 
welcome, an invitation to friendship? Never underestimate the power such simple expressions of 
our humanity can have to reach out. There is no-one who cannot be called, forgiven and helped to 
make a new start.  

Perhaps we each need to start by opening the doors of our own hearts to the gentle power of the 
Spirit of Jesus who already dwells within us and dare to know his love in a personal way.  

With my prayers and every good wish,  

 

MICHAEL KIRKHAM  

 

 

Opening Liturgies of the Jubilee Year of Mercy: 

Tuesday, 8th December 

11.30 am St Barnabas's Cathedral, Nottingham 

7.30 pm Our Lady's Church, Belper 

 

Sunday, 13th December 

9 am St Margaret Clitherow's, Duffield 
 
 

 

Applications to attend the Mass at St Barnabas’s should be sent to the Adult Formation Office 
formation@nrcdt.org.uk by Tuesday, 1st December. 

 

Course in Spiritual Accompaniment 
An exciting opportunity has come up for me to participate on a course in Spiritual Accompaniment. 
This means I will occasionally be away from the parish over coming months for a total of five 
weekends plus a residential week. The Diocese has agreed with a request for a three-month 
sabbatical period from August to October to follow this experience up with a written project 
garnering the fruits of this time. 

I feel sure my ministry in the parish will very much benefit from this project, so I would much 
appreciate the support of your prayers and will remember you in mine. I know also you will feel 
very blessed by the ministry of the priests who will be supplying for me from time to time. 

Fr Michael  
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The Ordination of the Right Reverend Patrick McKinney, 
Tenth Bishop of Nottingham 
The ordination Mass in St Barnabas’s Cathedral on Friday, 3rd July, St Thomas’s Day, drew 
people from near and far. Our parish was represented by Father Michael, Sally Phillips, David 
Barlow and myself and, thanks to David’s excellent chauffeuring, we arrived in very good time and 
found seats with a brilliant view of the altar. The pews quickly filled up around us and when the 
organ began we were ready for the first flurry of excitement as the cathedral choir processed in. 
They were followed by civic leaders, ecumenical guests, deacons, priests, religious, bishops and 
archbishops. It was a very full and resplendent house! 

Bishop Patrick was ordained by Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster, assisted by the 
Archbishop of Liverpool (known to us as Bishop 
Malcolm) and the Most Reverend Bernard Longley, 
Archbishop of Birmingham. Also present was 
Archbishop Antonio Mennini, the Apostolic Nuncio (the 
Pope’s representative) to Great Britain, who passed on 
greetings from the Holy Father. 

As the ordination rite progressed, the bishop-elect was 
questioned on his resolve to uphold the faith and 
discharge his duties faithfully. At the most solemn 

moment of his ordination, the Book of Gospels was held above his head as Cardinal Nichols said, 
‘He is to have ears for these words above all others’. Then followed the anointing with Oil of Holy 
Chrism – not just a drop, but liberally poured over his head ‘like the precious ointment on the head 
that ran down upon the beard, the beard of Aaron’. Fortunately a towel was to hand! 

The new Bishop was then presented with the Book of 
Gospels and his mitre, which the Cardinal likened to a 
continuation of the gospels with the bookmarks 
hanging down his neck! Other symbols were a ring, 
given by Pope Paul VI to the Rt Revd Edward Ellis, 
Seventh Bishop of Nottingham and worn by all 
subsequent Bishops, and a pastoral staff, first given to 
the Rt Revd James McGuinness, Eighth Bishop of 
Nottingham. 

Bishop Patrick was greeted by warm applause as he 
sat on the Cathedra for the first time at the end of the 
ordination rite. He then continued with the celebration 
of his first Mass as Bishop of Nottingham. Towards the end, as we sang Te Deum laudamus, 
Bishop Patrick was led by Archbishop Malcolm around the cathedral, blessing all present. We felt 
very blessed to be there; the whole liturgy was truly prayerful and uplifting, a day to be 
remembered. 

Margaret Kirkham  
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Iona 
Our current theme of the natural world made me think of a place where I have felt most closely 
connected to nature, and to the Divine: the Hebridean island of Iona.  

In 563, St Columba (Columcille in Gaelic), exiled from his native Ireland, set sail for Scotland with 
twelve companions in a currach (coracle) – a wicker boat covered in leather. This was an 
extraordinary act of faith, setting out in such a frail craft, over a wild sea, into the darkness of the 
unknown. He and his brother monks eventually settled on the small island of Iona, known to the 
ancient Celtic peoples as a ‘thin’ place: a place where the distance between heaven and earth 
diminishes, and we can experience the Divine more directly. Here, Columcille established Iona 
Abbey, one of the great cradles of Christianity not only in our islands, but in mainland Europe too. 
It is believed that the Book of Kells originated from Iona. 

 

Iona Abbey 

These early Christian monks kept a close affinity with nature, closely connected to the cycles and 
seasons, and the natural world around them. But the monks from Iona were also missionaries 
throughout Britain and Europe, reaching, it is recorded, as far as Western Russia. It is truly 
inspiring that such a beacon of light shone forth from such a small island, which has an area of 
less than nine square kilometres. Later in history, Revd George MacLeod (who later became 
Baron MacLeod of Fuinary, and the first peer to represent the Green Party) founded, in 1938, the 
Iona Community, an ecumenical Christian community. This was another great act of faith, to 
rebuild the by then derelict Iona Abbey using clergy, students and unemployed labourers. One of 
the central tenets of the Iona Community is still to hold work and worship as inseparable. 

My first visit to Iona took place in Springtime – one of those Scottish Springs where Winter refuses 
to release its icy grip on the land. My husband Matthew and I set off early in the morning on the 
ferry from Oban to Mull – another act of faith in the wintery weather, that we would actually be able 
to reach Iona. We had taken the train from Glasgow to Oban on the West Highland Line, one of 
the world’s great railway journeys, which is beautiful at the best of times, but the covering of snow 
iced the magnificent cake. The journey time from Oban to Craignure on Mull, takes less than an 
hour. A bus then takes you on the thirty-seven-mile trip across Mull to Fionnphort, the crossing 
point for Iona, where a small ferry takes you over the Sound of Iona to the island itself. The 
weather had already begun to worsen and I was aware, as we made our way through the Glen, of 
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just how quickly the weather could change in that wild landscape. On the short crossing to Iona, 
the ferry men asked the small handful of us making the journey to keep an eye open during our 
visit for a ferry coming to the island shining a light. That would be our sign that it was the last ferry 
to be making the crossing that day. We decided to make our way to the sanctuary of the Abbey, 
given the inhospitable weather. There, in the Abbey, I could hear an elemental wind howling 
outside, whipping up the waves on the Sound, as the snow began to fall thick and fast, and I 
wondered what life must have been like for those early monks who settled on the island without 
cover or shelter. After only an hour or two, we could just make out, in the snowy dusk, the light of 
the ferry coming over the sea from Mull, our sign that we should make our way down to the beach, 
if we wanted to return to the mainland. A small group of us huddled there on the sand waiting as 
the waves lashed the shore. The ferryman shouted through a loudhailer that we would have to run 
to the ferry as they would only be able to hold the boat there for a minute or two due to the height 
of the waves. When the cue came, we all ran, but I managed to slip and fall, and was only saved 
from going right under the boat by Matthew and a ferryman hauling me on board! A real watery 
baptism in the Sound of Iona! I was absolutely soaked to the skin, and was incredibly glad to make 
it back to Oban, and a hot bath, despite the continual protestations of the bus driver who kept 
exclaiming, somewhat like Private Frazer from Dad’s Army, that we would ‘never make it through 
the Glen’ back to Craignure, as the snow was so heavy, and the road would become impassable. 
Even then, I thought of people who have to flee as refugees in all kinds of weather in only the 
clothes they stand up in, and that is even more significant today as we see the thousands of 
refugees making their way across Europe, with no certainty of comfort on the horizon.  

 

Iona North End 

I have since seen Iona in calmer, sunnier weather: the Machair, St Columba’s Bay, the Bay of 
Martyrs, the Nunnery. And I have also taken part in an ecumenical service in the Abbey itself, 
which is truly inspiring. Perhaps my favourite spot is the Nunnery Garden. The Iona Nunnery, a 
foundation of the Augustinian Order, was founded in the thirteenth century, and I like to think that 
women also played their part in the spiritual history of the place. Iona was long held to be a place 
of healing, and many people over the centuries made their way to Iona as pilgrims to receive 
healing blessings from the holy men and women who lived and worked there. I imagine that the 
nuns grew their healing herbs in the Nunnery Garden, and even today, that ministry of healing is 
kept alive by a weekly healing service in the Abbey.  
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At St Columba’s Bay, where the monks first landed in the sixth century, there is a lovely tradition of 
taking two pebbles from the beach. One you throw back into the sea, as a symbol of something in 
your life which you need to leave behind, and the other you carry with you as a sign of new 
commitment. Everywhere you walk on that small, magical island, you are close to nature – sea, 
sky and land, and it is hard not to feel closer to God, and to the spiritual history of the place with 
every step.  

On my last visit, despite the warmth and sunshine of the day, the sea, without any warning, 
changed from a calm pond to wild crashing waves, and again I found myself running on to the 
ferry, but this time managed not to falter. 

Fiona Cartmell 

Images © Barbara Sellars 
www.images-of-iona.com 

 

From the Registers: since the Spring Magazine 
Baptisms: 
Matthew Robert Marriott; James Luis Johnson; Tijmen John Robertus van de Wiel; Tommy Davey 
Claxton; Isaac Tate McKeown; Amelie Poppy McKeown; Isabel Marie Beard; Lucia Grace Beard; 
Thomas Jacob Fernee; Rosie Jane Mason 

Reception into the Catholic Church and Confirmation: 
Katherine Jane (Lucy) Chapman; Lawrence Claxton; Julie Louise (Gianna) James; Theresa 
Beatrice (Therese) Lambert; Paula-Joy (Eva) Latimer-Newnham; Hugh Alister McAndrew; Edward 
George Turner 

First Holy Communion: 
Millie Claxton, Jack Finnegan, Douglas Grange, Madeline Ince, Peter Lindley, Dermott O’Donnell, 
Ellie Painter, Giacomino Pilia, Oliver Roberts, Uma Rolland-Cooper, Elizabeth Schumann, 
Henrietta Smith, Kier Straughan, Maisie Tooher, Leo Turner 

Adult Confirmation: 
Emma Victoria (Bernadette) Bunting 

Holy Matrimony: 
Duncan Keith Saunders and Claire Louise Thomson (at St Margaret Clitherow’s in 2014, 
accidentally omitted in the previous edition of Journeys); Laurence William Mead and Kimberley 
Ann Joy Betts 

Funeral: 
Joan Eccles 

Fr Michael  
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First Holy Communion Class of 2015 
Many congratulations to all the children who made their First Holy Communion both at 
St Elizabeth’s School and at St Joseph’s in Ripley. It was a magnificent celebration. 

Watching the children in all their finery, I did wonder what they will remember most about their 
First Holy Communion journey?... Somehow, I don’t think that the after-school sessions dedicated 
to preparing for their special day will register too deeply, and yet these were the times when they 
were able to take time out from football, dancing, Brownies and everything else in their world just 
to stop and think. To notice the wonderful gifts from God that we – all of us – probably just take for 
granted. It’s such a special time .We appreciate how hard their parents and grandparents work 
with the children, to make time to come to the preparation sessions and to talk to the children 
about their own faith and their own relationship with God.  

The day itself was joyous, and for any of you lucky enough to share in it, you will have seen how 
amazing our children looked and felt the incredible buzz as the children celebrated this rite with 
the most important people in their lives. In the words of Elizabeth Schumann, ‘It was a very special 
and magical experience ... It was very sacramental and holy’. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone that helped to make their day so special – to the musicians (especially Liz 
Turner whose mini choir of children had us absolutely enthralled), Mr Lowe for sharing 
St Elizabeth’s and to the team of Catechists led by Steve Brind, to Ann Grimshaw and Jane 
Richards .Thank you also to our catechist Mandy Waine, who manages the celebration at Ripley 
and finally to our brilliant photographer Mariana Newburn. 

To Ciaran, Anna, Elizabeth, Ellie, Oliver, Henrietta, Uma, Dermott, Leo, Maisie, Alexander, 
Douglas, Kier, Jack, Peter, Madeline, Millie and Giacomino – thank you for all your hard work and 
very well done! 

The next FHC course is now under way, with meetings taking place monthly. if you wish to 
participate, it is not too late. 

Lucy Colenso  
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A Year of Comings and Goings at St Elizabeth’s 
It has been another wonderful year at St Elizabeth’s school, with some changes and challenges 
along the way! We had the call from Ofsted a month into the Autumn Term last year, and in they 
came! We then heard that Mrs Parker (our Y3 teacher) was retiring and, after a wonderful 
assembly marking many years of dedication to Catholic education – which was recognised with a 
Papal blessing – out she went! Just when we got over those two events, we learned that Mrs Fox 
was moving to take up the headship of Milford school; so, after ten years of service to 
St Elizabeth’s, she was going too! The school had to move fast to make quality replacements. We 
successfully interviewed Mrs Austin for the Y3 position, then had a former pupil apply for the Y6 
job. We were very fortunate to appoint Miss Alton to this post and for her and Mrs Grimshaw to 
lead on RE in school. Miss Alton felt she had ‘come home’ when she came in after Easter. 

After recovering from all that, we had a call from the Diocese saying they were coming in to 
inspect RE and Catholicity in March. Two inspectors came in on the same day as the solar 
eclipse. Although things went dark for a little while, the sun came through eventually and all was 
well! 

Our Y3 class made their First Holy Communion in June, with Father Michael coming into school to 
celebrate; we had over fifteen children this year! Many thanks to the catechists: Steve Brind, Lucy 
Colenso, Ann Grimshaw, Jane Richards and Mandy Wain, who prepared the children very well. 
Father also celebrated several Masses throughout the year and we had a wonderful leavers’ Mass 
to say farewell to our brilliant Y6s. Sister Bernadette came in to support our children and staff and 
the Minores group continues to flourish, thanks to the hard work and dedication of Mrs Gannon 
and Mrs Worth. 

Work never stops in school, so during the holidays, J C Balls, courtesy of Kevin and Carly Balls, 
came in and landscaped our early years playground, which has created a lovely area for the 
children to come and go and play safely in. 

And if you’re wondering how the two inspections went: all I can say is that, comings and goings 
aside, it’s been an outstanding year! 

Bryan Lowe, Headteacher 

 

The Briars Youth Retreat Centre 
Recently, a group of about eighty Year 11 students travelled to The Briars Diocesan Youth Retreat 
Centre in Crich for a week of team activities and increasing their knowledge of God and the 
messages behind the Bible. I had the privilege to go in both Year 9 and Year 11, and it was an 
amazing experience both times.  

The team at The Briars is made up chiefly of young people aged 18 to 26, many of whom are on 
their gap year. They have the chance to work with children from all over the Diocese for one year, 
after which they leave and are replaced with a new set of young people. The benefit of this is that 
these young pastoral leaders have a chance to really connect with visiting young people in a way 
that adults wouldn’t be able to do. They are the best at what they do, and they’re truly inspirational 
people.  
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When the young people arrive, they are put into groups, with each group having a member of the 
pastoral team as a leader/overseer. Over the week, these groups have the chance to participate in 
Masses, lead sessions and work together to produce displays, artwork and dramas. They are 
given full independence to choose how they do things, and this freedom allows them to have fun, 
and still receive the vital message behind these activities, many of which come from the readings 
of the Gospels.  

Overall, The Briars is, for some, a life-changing experience and one that can completely change 
their view on Christianity and God. By working together, the team at The Briars have created 
something truly wonderful. To everyone: if you’re ever able to pop up on a Saturday evening, most 
of the time they have Mass and I would highly recommend it. The musical talents of the team are 
combined with the reading and acting skills of the visiting groups, and both traditional hymns and 
new Christian music give everyone a chance to get up and start singing together in a very 
comfortable atmosphere. And to all those with children: when the time comes, I would highly 
recommend that they go and participate. It’s such an amazing experience, and I would give 
anything to go back. 

Cal Medcalf 

 
 
Parish Pastoral Council News 

Review 
A long-awaited Pastoral Council review evening took place on 1st September at Our Lady’s. It was 
attended by a mixture of PPC members and other parishioners and expertly led by an external 
facilitator, Rachel Purchase. A detailed report, prepared by Heather Ward, can be found on the 
parish website. 

We undertook two tasks: drawing how we saw the PPC at present and how we would like to see it 
in the future (which tasked our creativity!); it was interesting to note the similarity of many of the 
‘artworks’. 

Key points which arose were: 

• improving the internal working and efficiency of the PPC 
• developing the relationship between the PPC and the parish in general 
• the role of the PPC in facilitating the parish’s mission 

The PPC has already made some progress on the format of their meetings and the dissemination 
of information, but we really need input from the rest of the parish about what our role should be! 

The need for TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION was felt strongly. Please consider: 

• what relationship does your parish group have with the PPC? 
• how can the PPC best serve you? 
• Do YOU have gifts and talents that you could offer to the parish? 
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Regarding mission, have you reflected on our mission statement recently? 

We exist to worship and glorify God. 
To take up the call of Christ. 
To share the spirit of love and truth with everyone. 

The PPC should not just be concerned about physical buildings; the remit is much broader – 
helping the parish to build God’s kingdom on earth. Consider the words of St Teresa of Avila: 

Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes through which he looks 
With compassion on this world… 

 

Elections 
As a result of the recent elections, we welcome the following new members to the Council and 
thank them for their commitment: 

Fiona Cartmell 
John McCabe 
Jannice Richthof 
Melita Tooher (who has also been appointed Secretary) 

Sally Phillips 

 

Parish Website 
The new-look parish website is now ‘live’! The address remains the same: www.cpbd.co.uk. 

New features include: 

• fresh imagery 
• agendas and minutes of PPC meetings 
• rotas 
• information on parish groups 
• reminders of upcoming events. 

This is only the start – further enhancements are planned. 

Many thanks to Niels Richthof and Sherri Medcalf for their hard work. 

Sally Phillips 
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Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home 
 

 

Overview 
The Encyclical takes its name from the invocation of Saint Francis, ‘Praise be to you, my Lord’, in 
his Canticle of the Creatures. It reminds everyone that the earth, our common home ‘is like a sister 
with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us’ (1). 
People have forgotten that ‘we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are 
made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her 
waters’ (2). 

The question at the heart of Laudato Si’ is: ‘What kind of world do we want to leave to those who 
come after us, to children who are now growing up?’ The Pope continues, ‘What is the purpose of 
our life in this world? Why are we here? What is the goal of our work and all our efforts? What 
need does the earth have of us?’ (160). 

Pope Francis urges each and every one of us to an ‘ecological conversion’, in the expression of 
Saint John Paul II. We are invited to ‘change direction’ by taking on the beauty and responsibility 
of the task of ‘caring for our common home’. A ray of hope flows through the entire Encyclical, 
which gives a clear message: ‘Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our 
common home’ (13). ‘Men and women are still capable of intervening positively’ (58). ‘All is not 
lost. Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also capable of rising above themselves, 
choosing again what is good, and making a new start’ (205). 

Several main themes run through the text; these are addressed from a variety of different 
perspectives, thus traversing and unifying the text: 

– the intimate relationship between the poor and the fragility of the planet, 
– the conviction that everything in the world is connected, 
– the critique of new paradigms and forms of power derived from technology, 
– the call to seek other ways of understanding the economy and progress, 
–the value proper to each creature, 
–the human meaning of ecology, 
– the need for forthright and honest debate, 
– the serious responsibility of international and local policy, 
– the throwaway culture and the proposal of a new lifestyle (16). 

 

Taken from Laudato Si’: A Map 
downloadable from www.catholic-ew.org.uk/Home/News/Laudato-si 
(Numbers in brackets refer to paragraphs in the Encyclical)  

http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/do908 laudato si'.jpg
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Mass for the Care of Creation, Sunday, 13th September 2015 

  

 

 

 

Fr Michael and musicians singing at the beginning of 
Mass 

 

 

 

Fr Michael sprinkling everyone with holy water using a 
branch 

 

During the scavenger hunt 

 

 

 In front of the altar – tree made in the children’s liturgy 
group 
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Post-Communion Reflection 
In the beginning God created the world: 

In all its fertility and abundance, 

In all the beauty of its seasons: Springtime of greening to Winter’s deep rest. 

In rejoicing and creative growth, 

In cool, clear waters and pureness of air. 

God made it and shaped it with love for all life. 

Now, as this generation stands on the brink, appalled at our mismanagement of God’s gift, 

We hear the cries of the Earth’s suffering : 

In the parched ground where no rain falls. 

In polluted seas and rivers, in toxic air, 

In the agony of people displaced by tyranny, famine and war. 

Here we stand despairing - afraid and overwhelmed. 

What can we do? 

In the night before he was betrayed, Christ broke bread and shared the cup of wine with the 
twelve. 

A simple action shared among the few. 

But this small action has become, through the ages, a symbol of all hope. 

In this we are strengthened and united. 

Let us have faith in all the small actions we can take for our world –  

Each individual stream joining a great river of light in the darkness.  

Like the tree grown from the smallest seed, in whose branches the birds of the air sing, 

Let our small actions grow to answer the cry of our broken and desecrated earth. 

Let us be one with those who hunger and thirst.  

Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom. 

And in the silence that follows, may the Holy Spirit be among us and set our hearts on fire.  

Fiona Cartmell 
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What Laudato Si’ Means to Me… 
Short Reflections by Members of the Environmental Group 

I’m very interested in the connection between spirituality and the environment. Exploring and 
developing this connection is, for me, at the heart of any sustainable activism. 

Consumerist culture, with its exhortations to ‘spend, spend, spend’ has led us on a hypnotic 
dance. From moment to moment, we are encouraged to forget reality, forget our humanity, forget 
our place in God's infinitely beautiful world and be led towards an empty mirage of something 
‘better’. Hypnotised, we are unconsciously trampling on, and destroying, the delicate, mysterious 
web which is the very foundation of life on earth.  

By re-connecting with nature, we are reminded of the presence of God’s love and deep 
intelligence that surpasses all understanding. We connect with God, with ourselves and with ‘our 
home’; and once you’ve made that connection with nature, your care for it will not arise out of guilt 
or sense of duty or fear, but out of love and tender gratitude. 

Giving ourselves time to spend in the garden for example, we have the opportunity to ‘look intently 
at nature’, as Fr Anthony de Mello suggested. We can look, listen and sense the joyful abundance 
of life around us. It’s sometimes interesting to observe an insect which you’d ordinarily label as 
‘unpleasant’; observe this little creature in its cycle of activity and stillness, knowing that this being, 
like you, is a manifestation of the divine. 

Maggie Braley 

 

I have joined the Environmental Group, as it seems to me that issues relating to the environment, 
and the issues of social justice which are part of our human mismanagement of the environment, 
are one of the most crucial issues of this generation. Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ is a 
vitally important document, and also a very accessible one, which I would urge everyone to read. 
Our Pope reminds us that this earth is a shared inheritance for all living creatures, and that God 
created the earth for everyone. 

Dom Helder Camara, a Brazilian Bishop who was well known in his life-time as a ceaseless 
worker for the poor, asked why ‘When I feed the poor, they call me a saint; when I ask why the 
poor have no food, they call me a Communist’. Dom Helder highlighted that two thirds of the 
human race live in sub-human conditions of hunger and destitution, with twenty per cent of the 
human race consuming eighty per cent of the world’s resources, and eighty per cent of the human 
race having to make do with only twenty per cent of those same resources. I believe that as 
Christians, we need to ask ourselves how this squares with the Gospel of Christ which we aim to 
live by. What can we do in our own lives to love God and his creation in this context? How can we 
show compassion for, and communion with, Nature and for our fellow human beings as inequality, 
injustice, degradation of the earth and its peoples becomes more desperate and unsustainable? 
Pope Francis has called us to respond and answer, and I think we need to try to do so as 
individuals, and as part of our Christian community. 

Fiona Cartmell 
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I wanted to get involved with our parish’s response to the Pope’s Encyclical, subtitled ‘on care for 
our common home’ as I am increasingly concerned with the lack of response to climate change 
from world leaders. There seems to be a lot of talk but not much action, and we don’t need any 
more hot air! 

There is no doubt that the poor of the world are going to suffer most from climate change, yet we 
in the rich West have created the problem. The wealthiest twenty per cent of the world’s 
population – that includes our parish – currently account for eighty per cent of consumption of 
global resources. However, every day we are bombarded with messages to convince us we NEED 
to buy more clothes, electrical goods, or fly off for a week-end break. The truth is these things only 
give us transient pleasure. I could go on for hours on this topic and my children will testify that I 
frequently do! 

Thank goodness Pope Francis is taking moral leadership and encouraging us all to take action. 
I think as a parish we can support and encourage each other to make small but important changes 
e.g. reduce use of plastic and paper, reduce food waste. Also, by acting together, we can put 
pressure on our political representatives to agree to cut our carbon emissions. 

I feel so lucky to live in such a beautiful part of the world I want to make sure I do my best to care 
for our common home so people all over the world, including my children, and hopefully my 
grandchildren can also enjoy the world. 

Kathy Gorman 

 

Sitting in the presbytery garden, as Maggie read a Franciscan prayer to close our first meeting in 
response to Laudato Si’, I watched a tiny beetle walk slowly across the picnic rug – he obviously 
thought he was in a good place! Our meeting was accompanied by the sound of birdsong 
(reminding us of creation) and the rumble of trains (reminding us of man’s creativity). 

The issues raised in the encyclical feel so immense; where do we begin? Our initial discussion 
touched on many issues including: St Francis, creation, world population, microbeads, plastic v 
glass milk bottles, CAFOD campaigns, recycling, sharing resources, spirituality and much more! 

It’s so big – do we do nothing? Or as St David reminds us, do we make the little things count? We 
don’t give a few items to a charity shop and expect them to stock the whole shop – but it makes a 
difference. When we give money to a charity, we don’t expect to solve all its problems – but it 
makes a difference. 

So all the little things we can do to care for our common home (and can do very easily) we should 
do. We are already aware of all the small steps and, as Francis would say, what we need now ‘are 
hearts ignited by love’; filled with excitement and anticipation we can move on with bigger strides. 

Pope Francis encourages us to live more simply, sustainably and in solidarity with people living in 
poverty. With his encyclical, he has thrown a stone into the pond and set the waters rippling. Do 
they ripple out to you? 

Margaret Kirkham 
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We moved down from Yorkshire last year to be near our family and be part of the lives of our small 
grandchildren. Our grandparents’ lifespan was three score years and ten. Now the life expectancy 
of our grandchildren is over 100 years. What a responsibility we have to secure a world fit for 
them. 

The Pope’s Laudato Si’ encyclical was a real wake up call. Over the past decade, I have watched 
documentaries, read articles and listened on the radio to debates on Climate Change. Whilst 
agreeing action should be taken to protect the earth for future generations, I just shrugged my 
shoulders and said that's up to the world leaders, the individual can't do anything. But when a 
Pope joins in the debate, writes a 116-page letter (which I consider a book) and takes counsel 
from a very wide spectrum from both inside the church and respected scientific authorities outside 
the church, then we have to take notice. I would personally recommend the book; it's very 
readable, very thought-provoking and aimed at the whole of humanity, not just Christians. 

Having now been challenged by the Pope, surely we cannot ignore it or remain passive? Our 
group hopefully will, like the well-known prayer, concentrate on the possible, ignore the impossible 
and pray for the wisdom to know the difference. How do we judge success? If we manage just to 
get one person to take climate change seriously and slightly modify their lifestyle to ensure future 
generations have a future, then we have been successful. If we can influence just one child to help 
protect the earth from climate change, then we have been successful. 

Personally, I want in my old age to be able to look my granddaughters in the eyes and say I was a 
member of a group that did their best. 

David Pipe 

 

In year three, Mrs Parry taught the class about microbeads. Microbeads are little tiny balls of 
plastic that some people are starting to put into things like shower gel and toothpaste. The 
microbeads are so tiny that they do not get filtered from the water when the toothpaste and shower 
gel go down the drain. This means that the little bits of plastic end up in our rivers and streams and 
eventually go out into the sea. The little bits of plastic get swallowed by fish. Then we eat the fish. 
When we use microbead toothpaste, the little beads get caught in our gums, which is yuck! I told 
my mum and dad about microbeads and now we make sure that our toothpaste and shower gel 
does not have them in it. We learn about how to look after the environment a lot at school. I think 
that it is very important that we look after our planet as best as we can to protect all the animals. 
I think that it is GREAT that the Pope has said that this is important too and that this is important to 
everyone. I liked it when we started Mass outside this week, especially when Father Michael 
blessed us with the branch and Holy Water. It was FUN!  

Maisie Tooher (Aged 8) 
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Reading Laudato Si’, there have been many moments where I have resonated strongly with the 
words. I was pleased when I learnt that there was a small group of the parish coming together to 
further explore the writings, and to plan action based on this. There is so much negativity in the 
news at the moment, and I can easily feel overwhelmed at times. What can I possibly do to have 
any positive effect when there is so much suffering in humanity and damage done to our earth? 
I really enjoyed our Mass this Sunday, and I found Fiona’s reflection after Communion uplifting. 
I also found the encyclical encouraging. They both seemed to say that being open to the Holy 
Spirit, and starting with an attitude of Good Will and Care towards our Common Home, is the first 
step to take. I am now consciously starting to look for the little ways in which I can contribute to a 
more sustainable and caring world. I looked on CAFOD’s website and was able to easily take part 
in a campaign to call for an improvement the UK response to our current refugee crisis. I was 
surprised to find out that changing to a green energy supplier was simple and even saved me a bit 
of money. I am remaining open to the Holy Spirit in guiding me to act with compassion to our 
planet and our people. 

Melita Tooher 

 

The Environmental Challenge 
There are ways we can help limit the harmful effects of climate change and start working our way 
towards a better future. Our faith calls us to action, to be loving neighbours to people around the 
world and to creation itself. 

Take the WWF Footprint Calculator challenge and see the impact your lifestyle has on the 
environment. The initial question is ‘How big is your environmental footprint?’ Our lifestyle choices 
make up our carbon footprint and measuring it on this website takes less than 5 minutes – really! It 
asks about your food, your home, how much you travel and your ‘stuff’. It will also provide ideas on 
how to reduce your carbon footprint, something we all need to do. 

Just go on WWF Footprint Calculator and begin helping our planet and brothers and sisters 
worldwide. 

www.footprint.wwf.org.uk 

 

…What will YOU do? 

 

Please check the Bulletin for details of future Environmental Group meetings. 
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Leisure Group News 
March 2015 

• 24th – We were invited to St Elizabeth’s for lunch and to watch the Children’s Easter play. A 
lovely lunch and the children were a joy to watch. Credit to them and the school.  

• 26th – Barry Colenso at St Margaret’s at 2 pm. We were a little thin on the ground, but we all 
enjoyed the talk Barry gave about his experiences at Buckingham Palace and the making of 
the wedding cake for William and Kate. 

April 

• 9th – We had to cancel our meeting for today as the Parish House floor was being repaired. 
• 23rd – We celebrated St George’s Day with Mass at Duffield followed by a Ploughman’s 

Lunch – open to the parish. It was very well attended and we raised £336 towards the 
repairs to the Parish House. Thanks to all who supported us.  

• 30th – This was Joan Duggan’s 90th Birthday and we celebrated with Mass at Duffield 
followed by a Birthday Cake and a cuppa. 

May 

• 7th – We had Afternoon Tea at the Family Tree to celebrate Joan’s birthday! It was a lovely 
spread and enjoyed by all.  

• 21st – The meeting moved to Duffield as the Parish House was still in a bit of a turmoil and 
St Margaret’s is easier for all to access then the St Benedict Room. Liz Worth spoke to us 
about the Franciscans.  

June 

• 11th – Seventeen of us met for coffee at St Margaret’s before travelling on Amber Valley 
Transport to Sudbury Prison’s Secret Diner for lunch. What a brilliant meal and so 
reasonable! We were really well looked after – the ‘lads’ helped the ladies carry their plates 
– we’ll certainly be going again. 

• 25th – We met for our annual summer picnic, again at St Margaret’s. A fine array of food on 
our shared table. Amazing how it all comes together.  

July 

• 9th – We met at Duffield for a Bingo session – a lovely afternoon of fun and laughter.  
• 23rd – We met to finalise our arrangements for Tea at the Ritz on Sunday to celebrate 

Wyn’s 100th and Jane’s 80th – and an opportunity to look through some old photo albums.  
• 26th – We hosted Afternoon Tea Ritz Style. A lovely afternoon with the Parish Family – 

some talented entertainment for parishioners and the young also joined in serving and 
generally looking after everyone making them all feel ‘special’. A brilliant afternoon – thanks 
to all. Some pictures elsewhere in Journeys. 

August 

• No meetings.  
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September 

• 17th – We resumed our meetings with another trip to Sudbury Secret Diner for lunch, 
travelling with Amber Valley Transport. It is certainly worth a visit: a superb meal and great 
value – three courses and a cuppa for under £10 – and we are so well looked after. It was 
nice to have Monica Newington join us for the first time today. As usual, we started from 
St Margaret’s and enjoyed a coffee before the bus picked us up at 11.15 am, returning at 3 
pm for a cuppa and a cake of course! We wished Maureen P a Happy Belated Birthday  

• 24th – Just a get-together to chat about our holidays and look at the many photos taken at 
the Tea on 26th July celebrating Wyn’s and Jane’s birthdays. A warm welcome to Anne 
Holborn.  

 

 

All waiting for our meal at Sudbury Secret Diner 

 

 

 

October 

• 8th – We met at the Family Tree for lunch to celebrate our 30th Anniversary Year. A lovely 
time with a celebration cake and wine as we remembered Joan and Jim Carberry and other 
founder members of the Leisure Group in 1985. 

• 22nd – At St Margaret’s, Joan Duggan gave a fascinating talk about her work with ‘Water’. 

November 

• 5th – Our annual Mass at St Margaret’s to remember Deceased Members, followed by 
lunch. 

• 19th – Yet another visit to Sudbury Secret Diner, this time for an enormous Christmas 
Lunch. 

December 

• 3rd – Our Christmas Dinner and Party will be held at 12 noon at St Margaret’s – Party hats 
at the ready! 

• 8th – We shall have lunch at St Elizabeth’s and then watch the Infant Nativity – probably a 
tear or two will be shed! It is so lovely to see them and how well they perform. 

We wish everyone a Happy Christmas 

You are welcome to join us anytime 

Barbara Wareing 
01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com   
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News from Our Parish Family 

Leisure Group’s 30th Year: Another Year of Celebrations 
30th April Joan Duggan’s 90th birthday was celebrated at the Family Tree with Afternoon Tea 
20th July Wyn Edward’s 100th birthday celebrated with Mass on the 19th and again on 
26th July The LG hosted Afternoon Tea Ritz style at St Margaret’s 
26th July Jane Drew’s 80th birthday and she joined with Wyn celebrating 
8th October Our 30th Anniversary Meal at the Family Tree 

 

Afternoon Tea at the Family Tree to celebrate 
Joan’s 90th 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Joan with a member of the New Opera Company 
celebrating her 90th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 26th: Children singing ‘If I Were a Butterfly’ for Wyn at the 11 am Mass  
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July 26th: Wyn with her Papal Blessing July 26th: Jane with Sister Bernadette 

 
 

   
 

Just a few of the many cakes for the celebrations this year 
 

 

St George’s Day Fundraising Event 

 

On St George’s Day, April 23rd, the Leisure Group hosted a fundraising event to help with the 
expense of repairs and renovations to our churches. We had a celebration Mass for St George at 
11 am at St Margaret’s, which was very well attended. Ploughman’s Lunch was available after 
Mass and twenty-six enjoyed the meal and a great chance to socialise as a ‘Parish Family’. With 
the customary raffle, plus a cake and preserve stall, the total raised was £336. Thanks to all for 
your support.  
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Parish Work Parties 
Duffield, to clear site, 18th July 

 
 

 

Part of the work force at the end of the 
morning 

 

 

 

 

Parish House Strippers! 

 
 

Pat Whetton, along with Anne Halliday and John and 
Barbara W tackle the mammoth job 

 

 

 

Tea at the Ritz, 26th July 
As well as celebrating Wyn’s 100th and Jane’s 80th birthdays, this was a lovely Parish Family 
event – and a real team effort made it a great afternoon. Just a few of the 100+ photos to 
remember the day… 

 

Part of the team 

 

The Colenso family 
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Maureen P, Maureen W and Joan with Maisie The Lavens and Vales 

 
 

Alison Roome Katie Richards accompanied by Fr Michael 

  

Ed and Liz entertained (also their family) All joining in the songs 

 
Barbara Wareing  
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Christian Meditation 

 
 

Meditation, also known as contemplative prayer, seeks God in the silence and stillness beyond 
word and thought. It is an ancient form of Christian prayer, rooted in the Gospel and the letters of 
St Paul and taught by St John Cassian and the fourth century Desert Fathers. 

There are now two opportunities each week for you to join in meditation sessions: 

Wednesdays  10.15 am 

Thursdays  8 pm 

Both are currently held in St Elizabeth’s Chapel in the Parish House. 

The meetings last for approximately 45–50 minutes and include quiet music, a short recorded talk 
on meditation, and 20–25 minutes of silent meditation. 

Newcomers are most welcome to join us. Please contact me, if you would like to know more, or 
visit the World Community for Christian Meditation’s website, www.wccm.org. 

Sherri Medcalf 
01773 823567, office@cpbd.co.uk 

 
 
Open Space 
Drawing on our professional experience of group work and our shared experience of a faith group 
within the parish, the three of us arranged a series of meetings over the summer. Our agenda was 
to think about how group work may contribute to the life of the parish, by bringing people together. 

In part this came from the feeling that our churches are not always as welcoming as they might be. 
It is possible to come to Mass every week and learn nothing about the people next to you in the 
pew. We thought that coming together in groups might be a good way of making church more 
welcoming and more real, remembering Christ's words, ‘wherever two or three are gathered 
together in my name there shall I be also’. 

We see this not as a religious discussion group but as an open space in which people can share 
their experience of being human and Catholic, including the issues they may struggle with. This 
will not be a therapy group though we hope that people will find it helpful. We think it would be 
suitable for newcomers, for those who want to learn or understand more or to connect with others, 
for people who doubt or who are ambivalent, as well as for people of faith. 

We had our first six meetings during the Autumn, where we shared Scripture readings, prayers, 
poems and our personal stories in a welcoming space. Look out for details of further meetings on 
the parish bulletins in 2016! 

Brendan McMahon, Christine Hamshaw and Ros O’Melia  
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The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) and You 
When the SVP was started almost 200 years ago, poverty was very visible. Yet the traditional 
approach until then had been to provide facilities for those in need to come and ask for help before 
receiving any care on offer. The SVP was innovative in that it went out to people in need, visiting 
them in their own homes. This face-to-face help remains fundamental to the SVP ethos, to seek 
and find those who are forgotten. The support the Society brings offers practical help as well as 
friendship, comfort and love that springs from Jesus Christ. 

Since those days, poverty has changed, especially in the affluent West. However, perhaps we 
have been better at covering it up, rather than eradicating it. Nor is poverty all about the size of 
one’s finances. Is a moderate bank balance any protection against dementia or becoming 
housebound? Home care services are being squeezed, with care workers having to decide 
whether to dress someone or make their breakfast, as they do not have time to do both. As family 
mobility increases, many older people see little of their families, and as they grow older, their 
friends are less mobile so they have few visitors from one week to the next. Likewise, illness and 
bereavement are certainly not limited to those with little or no money. 

Nor is it just older people and those who are sick that can suffer poverty. Many parishes now have 
a significant number of migrants, be they refugees, asylum seekers or just people looking for a 
better place to bring up their family, as many of our ancestors did in earlier times. Many of them 
were not made welcome and had to suffer discrimination, so as a community we should know 
better and welcome new families into our community. 

The lack of being able to make ends meet imposes tensions within families, leading to addictions, 
marriage breakdown and health issues, often mental health. The SVP is non-judgemental and 
takes the view that we are all loved by God and are specifically commanded to love one another 
as ourselves. There is no parish in the country where at least some of these forms of poverty do 
not exist. 

Ignorance of the needs around us is no excuse for inaction. As committed Christians, our 
commitment must be to those in need, both in our locality and beyond. The SVP extends its 
commitment internationally by its twinnage schemes with groups or conferences in this country 
writing to, praying for and providing small financial support to conferences in our twinned 
developing countries. (Ours is in Kerala, South India). 

In December, Pope Francis has announced a Holy Year of Mercy, during which Christians 
worldwide are committing to meet people’s real needs with concrete assistance, to experience a 
‘true pilgrimage’ on foot, and to send ‘missionaries of mercy’ throughout the world. 

As Christians, the decision we have to make is surely not whether to respond, but how to 
respond? There are many ways in which we can respond, but if you feel you can help the SVP in 
any way to play your part in bringing love and care into our community, please discuss with us 
how you can help, be it by joining our Conference, providing financial help or by praying for the 
Society and all those it seeks to help. 

Your kind support is always greatly appreciated and we thank you for your generosity. 

Bernard Holden 
President of the parish SVP (01773 823379)  
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Christians Against Poverty 
 

 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is universally recognised as a non-profit-making charitable 
organisation, which comes alongside those with debt problems and helps them to be released 
from those chains of debt. Many of those individuals and families feel suicidal, let down, 
marginalised, frightened and desperately alone. CAP gives them hope, dignity and friendship and 
a way of managing their debts. 

With the help of CAP, seven families a day become debt free, and many of them found faith 
because of the help they had received. 792 people became Christians last year as a result of 
CAP’s ministry! 

This service is only made possible through CAP working with local churches, forming local Debt 
Centres. Many individuals and families have been, and are continuing to be, helped by CAP here 
in Belper and the surrounding areas, by using the services of the CAP Debt Centre at Ripley. 
Funding for that centre stopped in September and it has now closed. As a result, if anyone from 
Belper and the surrounding areas contacted CAP today for assistance, that help would have to be 
refused – local help is no longer available. Indeed we already know of several cases of refusal. 

St Peter’s PCC (St Peter’s, St Mark’s and St Swithun’s), together with the Belper Baptist and the 
Belper Community Church have agreed to move this forward and plan to appoint a centre 
manager in January. The churches have committed £6,000 per annum of the £16,000 required 
and we are now looking for other grants and individual donations to cover the remainder. Help 
from other local churches and individuals will be required to make this happen and, when it does, 
to make it work.  

Terry Charker, a member of the CAP Speaker Team, who is also a local resident of Belper, has 
spoken recently about these plans at Mass. We look forward to getting involved in this project for 
the Kingdom of God in whatever way each of us feels moved. 

Hope for Belper will be the employing umbrella organisation, so please contact Roy Stratton, Hope 
for Belper Treasurer, for further information on 0781 600 2678, roy.stratton76@gmail.com 

Fr Michael 
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Faith in Families Christmas Toy Appeal 
Anyone with children and fortunate to experience the magic and excitement of Christmas morning 
can only imagine what it must be like for parents that are unable to provide this for their children. 
For whatever reason, what anguish and heartache this must cause. 

When we were asked to take on the Christmas Toy appeal by Faith in Families for the parish, it 
took only one notice in the weekly bulletin and the toys came flooding in. Teddies, dolls, Lego®, 
jigsaws and footballs, just to mention a few. All were in immaculate condition. 

This is a prime example of the generosity of the people of our parish of Belper and Duffield. 

So come the first week in December last year, ‘all reindeers being booked out’ we loaded up the 
car and set off to the collection point at West Bridgford, Nottingham, where the toys were received 
with much appreciation. 

 

Together with other donations from parishes, the toys were distributed to over seventy families in 
need across the Diocese of Nottingham, providing the recipients with much needed happiness 
over the Christmas period. The response was so great that we were able to donate to a further 
twenty-two families. 

What is wonderful about this appeal is that it creates such a feeling of community. Reaching out to 
those in need and letting them know that their community care about them. For the people who 
donate toys, the effects of your kindness cannot be underestimated. One family who received gifts 
said that it had answered their prayers and that Christmas would be a time of happiness and 
thanksgiving instead of a time of sadness in their house. 

Surely the best gift anyone can give. 

 

2015 Appeal 
If you have any toys suitable for children aged under eleven years, that are of no more use and in 
good condition, please bring along to church and leave in the box provided before 1st December. 

Christine Barlow 
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CAFOD News 
 

A lot has happened since the last issue: CAFOD nationally have reorganised their structure. In 
future, more emphasis will be on the use of volunteers to cut down on administration costs. One of 
the unfortunate consequences is that both Marie and Maria have been made redundant. At this 
moment, it has not been definitely decided where the regional base will be; the office at The 
Briars, Crich, is still been used but possibly will be re-located to Nottingham city centre. The new 
team is headed up by Maggie Mairura (full time) and Louise Cooke (part time) who started on 
Monday, 20th September – we wish them well. Once they are settled in, hopefully one of them 
might have time to come along and update the parish on all CAFOD matters. 

This year, funds raised from the Harvest Fast on Friday, 2nd October, will be concentrated in the 
Middle East on the refugee crisis, trying to elevate the suffering of the victims caught in the 
madness of mindless violence and politics. 

Climate Change over the past few years has been moving even higher up the agenda for CAFOD 
and now that the Pope has entered into the debate, it is likely that more information and resources 
will be made available to the parish to draw on in the coming year. 

During Lent 2016 we hope to repeat the Bread and Soup Lunch at Duffield and explore the 
possibility of doing something similar at Belper. 

David Pipe 

 

Parish Library 
The library is kept on the shelf in the St Benedict Room and is for the use of all parishioners. All 
books and journals have been donated to the parish by parishioners and further donations will be 
appreciated. The main requirement is that only books published within the last twenty years are 
included. 

If anyone has any queries, please contact me. 

John Kelsall 
01773 823702, john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk 

 

From Other Parishes… 
‘Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get.’ 

‘Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help.’ 

‘The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.’ 

John Vale  
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Catholic Truth Society (CTS) 
Some publications of relevance to Journeys articles… 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

…and some other recent arrivals in the stands… 

     

 

Please have a browse and consider purchasing a booklet or two; the majority cost £2.50 or less. If 
you have any queries or suggestions, do contact me on 01332 841681. 

Sally Phillips  

http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/ex56.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/do911 door of mercy.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/FileDepository/Products/Imported/D754.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/do908 laudato si'.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/sp45.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/pc99-p mary mother of mercy-folded prayercard.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/sp46.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/jan15 covers/9781784690410.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/do912 pope francis the family.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/jan 2014 covers/do887.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/sept 2015 covers/ex55 religious freedom today.jpg
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/jan15 covers/9781784690427.jpg
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Preparing for Christmas 

Deanery Reconciliation Services 
Saturday, 5th December  11 am  All Saints, Hassop 
Wednesday, 9th December 7.15 pm Our Lady’s, Belper 
Thursday, 10th December  7 pm  St Joseph’s, Matlock 
Saturday, 12th December  11.15 am St Joseph’s, Ripley 
Thursday, 17th December  7 pm  Christ the King, Alfreton 

 

Parish Masses 
Christmas Day, Friday, 25th December 
12 pm  Midnight Mass Our Lady’s, Belper 
8.30 am Mass of Dawn St Margaret Clitherow’s, Duffield 
10 am  Mass of the Day Our Lady’s, Belper 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Saturday, 26th December  6 pm  Vigil Mass Our Lady’s, Belper 
Sunday, 27th December  9 am  Mass  St Margaret Clitherow’s, Duffield 
     11 am  Mass  Our Lady’s, Belper 

 

Parish Contact Details and Mass Times 
Priest in Charge: Fr Michael Kirkham VF 
   Parish House, 12 Gibfield Lane, Belper DE56 1WA 

Tel: 01773 822182 

Fr Michael: our_ladys_belper@hotmail.com 

Administrator: office@cpbd.co.uk 

Website:  www.cpbd.co.uk 

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Gibfield Lane, Belper DE56 1WA 

Saturday Vigil 6 pm (confessions from 5.30 pm) 
Sunday 11 am 

St Margaret Clitherow, Hall Farm Road, Duffield DE56 4FS 

Sunday 9 am 

Please refer to the weekly Bulletin for weekday Mass times.  
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Parish Directory 

Priest in Charge and 
President of the PPC 

Fr Michael Kirkham 01773 822182 
our_ladys_belper@hotmail.com 

PPC Chair David Barlow 01773 825937 
david@barlow1043.freeserve.co.uk 

PPC Secretary Melita Tooher 01773 820085 
melita.tooher@yahoo.co.uk 

PPC Members Fiona Cartmell 07400 898979 
fiona.cartmell369@gmail.com 

 Anne Halliday 01332 841985 / 07795268940 
annehalliday1964@btinternet.com 

 John McCabe tbc 
 Sally Phillips 01332 841681 

sally.phillips@talk21.com 
 David Pipe 01773 687645 

spwools@aol.com 
 Jannice Richthof 01773 820760 / 07949389757 

jannice@richthof.de 
 Niels Richthof 07962 352000 

niels@richthof.de 
 Alan Ward 01773 599982 

alanward55@hotmail.com 
 Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 

barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 
Admin/Parish Office Sherri Medcalf office@cpbd.co.uk 
Adult Faith Formation Fr Michael As above 
Agape Youth Jannice Richthof 01773 820760 / 07949389757 

jannice@richthof.de 
APF Keith Wharam 01332 841241 

kandemwharam@yahoo.co.uk 
Baptismal Preparation Fr Michael As above 
Belper Churches Together Pat Whetton 01773 823480 
Belper Cottage Project Liz Worth 01773 822879 
Belper Food Bank David Barlow 01773 825937 

david@barlow1043.freeserve.co.uk 
Bidding Prayers Ros O’Melia 

 
Heather Ward 

01773 825633 
rosalindomelia@hotmail.com 
01773 599982 
heatherward55@hotmail.co.uk 

Booking Rooms/Halls: 
Duffield 

 
Keith Siddons 

 
01773 824936 

Buildings, Gardens John Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Bulletin Sherri Medcalf office@cpbd.co.uk 
CAFOD David Pipe 01773 687645 

spwools@aol.com 
Children’s Liturgy Cathy Smith 01773 826534 

cath@sphilip11.orangehome.co.uk 
Christian Aid Kathy Gorman 01332 842603 

gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com 
Cleaning Rotas: 
Belper 
Duffield 

 
Ann Smith 
vacant 

 
01773 824838 
 

Confirmation Fr Michael As above 
CTS Sally Phillips 01332 841681 

sally.phillips@talk21.com 
Duffield Christian Council Kathy Gorman 01332 842603 

gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com 
  



32 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 
Rotas 

Bernard Holden 
 
John Vale 

01773 823379 
bernard.holden@uwclub.net 
01773 824676 

Fairtrade Kathy Gorman 01332 842603 
gorman_kathy_9@hotmail.com 

Finance Paul Medcalf 01773 823567 
First Holy Communion Stephen Brind 01332 840256 

oldorchardbank@btinternet.com 
Flower Arranging: 
Belper 
Duffield 

 
Tricia Lloyd 
 
Madeleine Holmes 

 
01332 842150 
palloyd@hotmail.com 
01332 842068 

Gift Aid Scheme Stephen Brind 01332 840256 
oldorchardbank@btinternet.com 

Leisure Group Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Library John Kelsall 01773 823702 
john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk 

Marriage Fr Michael As above 
Mothers Prayers Ann Gannon 01773 883386 
Music: 
Belper 
 
Duffield 

 
Ed Turner 
 
Eileen Wharam 
 
Sally Phillips 

 
01773 550869 
edandlizturner@gmail.com 
01332 841241 
kandemwharam@yahoo.co.uk 
01332 841681 
sally.phillips@talk21.com 

Open Space Brendan McMahon robynmcmahon001@gmail.com 
Repository Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 

barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 
Rotas (Welcomers, 
Readers, Bidding Prayers) 

John Kelsall 01773 823702 
john@belper65.freeserve.co.uk 

Sacristan Tricia Lloyd 01332 842150 
palloyd@hotmail.com 

SFO (Secular Franciscans) Ann Gannon 01332 883386 
Social and Fundraising vacant  
SVP (St Vincent de Paul 
Society) 

Bernard Holden 01773 823379 
bernard.holden@uwclub.net 

Tea/Coffee Rotas Barbara Wareing 01773 823947 
barbara.wareing@btinternet.com 

Website 
www.cpbd.org.uk 

Sherri Medcalf 
Niels Richthof 

office@cpbd.co.uk 
niels@richthof.de 

 

mailto:robynmcmahon001@gmail.com

