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“When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to 
stay with them saying, ‘It is nearly evening, and the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay with them.  Now 
while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. 

And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight.” 
(from The Road to Emmaus, Luke 24: 13-35) 

 
Intentions for which the Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered privately this week: 
Second Sunday of Easter: 19th April - Bridget Guyler, RIP (NW) 
Monday 20th: Easter Feria - Lyn Nolan’s Intentions (NW) 
Tuesday 21st: Easter Feria - Joan Duggan, RIP (MK) 
Wednesday 22nd: Easter Feria – John Finnegan, RIP (FM) 
Thurs 23rd: Saint George, Martyr, Patron of England (Solemnity) – Phelps’ Family Intentions 
Friday 24th: Easter Feria – In Time of Pandemic 
Saturday 25th: Saint Mark, Apostle and Evangelist (Feast) – Catherine Kirkham’s Intentions 
Third Sunday of Easter: 26th April - People of the Parish 
 
Public celebration of the Mass has been suspended until further notice.  It is however possible to join spiritually 
in the offering of the Mass (see below).  Each Friday at 10.00am, as far as possible, a special Mass “In Time of 
Pandemic’ will be offered until further notice. 



Spiritual communion: Spiritual communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even 
when we are unable to attend Mass because of the distance or for some other reason.  This 
desire to receive him through spiritual communion is an act of love. 
 
Prayer of St Alphonsus: My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since 
I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart.  I embrace You as being already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never 
permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
Keeping in touch with the parish:  Bulletins will continue to be published from time to time 
at: www.catholic-ambervalley.uk There is also a Parish Facebook Page to which interested 
parishioners can be admitted (details on last week’s bulletin).  Many thanks also to all the 
volunteers operating the Parish Phone Tree.  Let’s do all we can to support one another through 
the present period of isolation, of frustration in the present and anxiety concerning the future.  
Volunteers: A group of volunteers from the parish have offered to help those who are unable 
to get out to shop for the food or medicines they need, or to go to the doctors.  Contact David 
and Christine on 01773 825937 Mob. 0777 369 4134. 
Drinking from the Scriptures I have provided some reflections on the Scriptures which are 
available to view for those on Facebook ‘@fathermichaelbelper’ (look for ‘Videos’). 
Livestreaming: (1) The Bishop has decided to offer a simple Mass at Bishop’s House to live 
stream at 11 am this Sunday; the Cathedral Mass will be at 10 am, celebrated by the 
Cathedral clergy. The Bishop is also offering at 3 pm on Sunday a period of prayer before the 
image of the Divine Mercy and in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, again from 
Bishop’s House.  
(2) The National Shrine of Our Lady will be offering, in addition to the regular 
programme, an Eight Day Retreat led by Monsignor John Armitage. This will start after 
Compline at 8pm on Sunday 19th April and finish on Sunday 26th April. For details visit the 
Shrine website: www.walsingham.org.uk  
Programme of Catechesis: Also at the Shrine Website can be found the ‘Sycamore 
Programme’ by Father Stephen Wang - 20 half hour videos, starting on Monday 27th April. 
They will be shown at 10.30am and 4.00pm each day. 
Food Banks: Please remember that donations to the local food banks are still required.  The 
national picture shows that resorting to food banks has significantly increased as many have 
lost their jobs.  Belper: Donations can be left during opening hours in the box at the Co-Op on 
Strutt Street; or at the Belper Baptist Church 12noon-2pm Tuesdays and Fridays.  More details 
on money donations to the Food and Community Hub will be available soon.  Ripley: Tea, 
coffee and tinned meat products particularly sought.  Can be received at The Salvation Army 
Hall, Heath Road on Tuesdays 10am-12noon and Fridays 12noon-2pm. Phoning ahead on 
01773 741932 would be helpful. 
Correction to last week’s ‘Donations to the Parish’: Last week’s bulletin carried a letter 
from the Financial Secretary of the Diocese (still available on the website) encouraging 
parishioners who support the parish in the Sunday collections to consider switching to give 
instead by standing order.  A parishioner from Ripley writes: “I tried to set up a standing order 
for my weekly envelope contribution but the account number is one digit short. Should there 
be an 0 before 2998195”.  Apologies for this omission – and many thanks to all who are 
continuing to generously support the parish through these difficult times.   
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