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Third Sunday of Easter: 26th April – People of the Parish 
Monday 27th: Easter Feria – Canon Colin Taylor (RIP) 
Tuesday 28st: Easter Feria – Anne Gilsenan (RIP) 
Wednesday 29th: SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA, VIRGIN AND DOCTOR, PATRON OF EUROPE 

(Feast) – Private Intention 
Thurs 30th: Easter Feria – Fr Joseph McGovern (RIP) 
Friday 1st May: St Joseph the Worker – Mass in Time of Pandemic 
Saturday 2nd: Saint Athanasius, bishop and doctor – People of the Parish 
Fourth Sunday of Easter and World Day of Prayer for priestly and religious vocations: 3rd May – For 
vocations  
 



Public celebration of the Mass remains suspended until further notice 

 
 
 



 
 
Spiritual communion: Spiritual communion is the heartfelt desire to receive Our Lord, even 
when we are unable to attend Mass because of the distance or for some other reason.  This 
desire to receive him through spiritual communion is an act of love. 
 
Prayer of St Alphonsus: My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace You as being already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 
separated from You.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for Fridays mornings, when a weekly Mass in Time of Pandemic will be offered 
at 10am:  Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger, to whom we turn in our 
distress;  in faith we pray: look with compassion on the afflicted, grant eternal rest to the 
dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to healthcare 
workers, wisdom to our leaders and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that together we 
may give glory to your holy name.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 
Keeping in touch with the parish:  Bulletins will continue to be published from time to time 
at: www.catholic-ambervalley.uk There is also a Parish Facebook Page to which interested 
parishioners can be admitted (details on last week’s bulletin).  Many thanks also to all the 
volunteers operating the Parish Phone Tree.  Let’s do all we can to support one another 
through the present period of isolation, of frustration in the present and anxiety concerning 
the future.  



Volunteers: A group of volunteers from the parish have offered to help those who are unable 
to get out to shop for the food or medicines they need, or to go to the doctors.  Contact David 
and Christine on 01773 825937 Mob. 0777 369 4134. 
Thank you! to all who loyally continue to support the parish financially, whether through 
Standing Orders or in other ways.  Your generosity and prayers are much appreciated.  
 
The envelope packs which should have been distributed in late March have been posted out 
this week in Belper and Duffield.  As far as possible the same will be done in the Ripley area 
during the coming week.  Please say if yours has not been received.  Till further notice the 
Parish Assistant has been placed on furlough to relieve parish finances.  Meanwhile all 
communications should be directed to Fr Michael (contact details on page 1). 

Advertisement for a Diocesan Director of Adult Formation for Mission:  

The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a Director of Adult Formation for Mission to 
work with the Bishop of Nottingham and the Parishes of the Diocese to lead the creation and 
delivery of opportunities for adult formation, promoting the Diocesan Vision and Mission 
and the three themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship, and helping 
our people to grow in confidence as practical, engaging, Spirit-filled witnesses of Jesus 
Christ in their everyday lives. This would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, 
catechetics, evangelisation or pastoral ministry, experienced in leading catechesis and 
evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church.  

Salary: £45,000 - £50,000 dependant on qualifications and experience For more 
information and an application pack email: office@dioceseofnottingham.uk  

Closing date 25 May 2020. 

Other news from the Diocese:   
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – Fran Wickes writes: The Extraordinary 
Ministers’ Commission has taken the not unexpected decision to cancel all the EM Renewal 
Days for the Diocese this year.  The Commission actively encourages all our EMs to 
undertake some extra spiritual renewal/retreat activity independently. If people need 
suggestions, please ask them to contact me. 
Nottingham Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage:  Due to the covid-19 pandemic situation both in 
our diocese and in France the annual Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage won’t be taking place in 
July as planned, but rather will be postponed until the same time in July 2021.  All those 
pilgrims who had made a booking have been contacted by the tour operator, Tangney Tours, 
and refunds have been arranged.  It is hoped that later in the year, depending on the 
coronavirus situation, to celebrate a ‘Lourdes in a Day’ reunion event, including Mass with 
the Anointing of the Sick, a Blessed Sacrament Procession and Blessing of the Sick, and a 
Torchlight Rosary Procession.  Information about this will be circulated in due course and 
when it is possible again to meet together for such a day. 
 
To friends of Nottingham Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission: 



  
Dear friends 
I sincerely hope this update finds you and your family well.  
  
Even if you have escaped the Coronavirus so far, I am sure that, like me, you 
are grappling with its impact – on ourselves, our Church and our world.  We’re 
crossing some kind of threshold.  What is on the other side no-one knows.  But 
we know that things will never be the same again.  
  
Those on the front lines of health and social care, or meeting our basic needs, 
are working sacrificially, but, for what it’s worth, are at last gaining the esteem 
they have long deserved.  For everyone, whether confined at home or out at 
essential work, the experience is a kind of crucible.  It will change us: as Pope 
Francis said in his Urbi et Orbi message, the pandemic is a time for judgment – 
not God’s, but ours. 
  
Francis has emerged as an outstanding prophetic voice for this threshold time, 
urging us to claim the future for a more loving civilisation.  In a 
remarkable message to leaders of social movements on Easter Sunday he 
shared his hope: 
  

that this time of danger will free us from operating on automatic pilot, 
shake our sleepy consciences and allow a humanist and ecological 
conversion, that puts an end to the idolatry of money and places human 
life and dignity at the centre. 

  
He praised his readers for having ‘the culture, the method, and most of all, the 
wisdom that are kneaded with the leaven of feeling the suffering of others as 
your own’.  And for their beautiful work he named them ‘social poets’.  
  
I encourage you to read his letter yourself, and read it as addressed to you 
to.  This update comes to you not only as a friend of the diocesan Justice and 
Peace Commission, but as a ‘social poet’ in your own right. 
  
Below, we invite you to a webinar next month to help you shape the response of 
your parish and diocese to the pandemic.  I very much hope you can join us, as 
we lean over the threshold.  We’d also like to hear of any good ideas you are 
trying in your parish to support vulnerable parishioners and sustain the ‘body of 
Christ’ during lockdown – and any help you can offer. 
  
The Justice and Peace Commission is here for you – and, as the pandemic is 
teaching us, we are all here for each other.  Let’s do what we can to keep in 
touch, and emerge from it renewed. 



Paul 
  
Paul Bodenham  |  Programme Leader for Social Action  |  Diocese of 
Nottingham 
Please let us know if you receive duplicates of this email, or wish to be removed 
from our mailing list. 

 
  

Networked Church – Socially distanced but still 
connected! 
  
We’re collecting inspiring examples from our parishes of how people are caring 
for the vulnerable and finding ‘new ways of being church’.  For example read this 
story from St Mary’s parish in Loughborough which tells how a Facebook Group 
is helping parishioners stay connected.  How is your parish navigating these 
strange times?  We’re planning to publish a collection of good ideas, so if your 
parish has an idea that works, let us know. 
  
Not every parish is blessed with IT expertise, and we’re writing to parish 
priests offering support if their parish could use it.  We’re also making an appeal 
for ‘virtual volunteers’ – and as a computer user, that’s where you might come 
in.  Would you be willing to share your computer skills, however basic, to help 
another parish – even just for an hour or two?  Find out more at our ‘virtual 
volunteer bureau’, and whatever tools you’re used to using, please do what you 
can to lend a virtual hand – we’ll put you in touch with a parish that needs your 
help. 
  
We won’t be sending out printed copies of Just Now for a while.  However with 
Diane Williams, Adult Formation Administrator, we’re planning a more frequent 
e-bulletin.  We’re likely to use Mailchimp, a third-party mailing service, and so 
will need to share your email address with Mailchimp Inc, which we will use to 
contact you in accordance with their privacy policy and that of the Diocese.  If 
you have any concerns, please let me know. 



 
  

We are Caritas – Love and justice for a wounded 
world 
  
The Faith into Action day on 28 March at Nottingham Cathedral Hall had to be 
postponed, but you can download the brochure (right), which we are pleased to 
release anyway.  It lays out six ‘ministries’ which we can help you develop in 
your parish: 

 Building communities of missionary disciples 
 Environment and global responsibility 
 Poverty and dignity 
 Modern slavery and human trafficking 
 Refugees and asylum seekers 
 Tackling social isolation. 

  
We know that greater hardship is likely once the pandemic has abated.  How will 
the Gospel call us to respond?  In this remarkable interview with the journalist 
Austen Ivereigh, Pope Francis discerns opportunities buried deep in this tragedy 
- opportunities: 

 to build ‘an economy that is less liquid, more human’ 
 to ‘move from using and misusing nature to contemplating it’ 
 to “see” the poor, and, in so doing, to restore their humanity. 

  
These are the challenges which await us as we establish Caritas in Nottingham 
Diocese.  They are not new, but they are newly urgent, and with a new sense 
that now is the kairos, the favourable time. 
  
If you would like to help us seize this moment to build a better society, 
please join us in an interactive webinar next month.  You will be able to: 

 meet Catholics like you from around the diocese who are keen to put faith 
into action 

 find out more about plans to support social action and missionary 
discipleship in the diocese of Nottingham 



 imagine what your parish could do to heal society after the pandemic 
 start making plans to put it into practice.  

  
The webinar will take place using Zoom for 90 minutes on two alternative dates, 
from which you can choose which suits you best: 

 Monday 18 May at 2.00 p.m. 
 Wednesday 20 May at 10.30 a.m. 

  
Please follow this link to sign up, and I will send you details of how to get 
connected to Zoom in due course.  For video conferencing, all you need is a 
laptop or PC with a webcam, microphone and speaker, or a smartphone, but you 
can also dial in for audio only with a simple landline telephone. 
  
Looking further ahead, we already have a provisional date to reconvene 
the Faith into Action day: Saturday 7 November.  If you couldn’t make it in 
March, you can already book provisionally for November, with no obligation. 
Meanwhile keep safe and well, and I hope to see you at one of the webinars next 

month.  Paul 
 
 


