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Fourth Sunday of Easter and World Day of Prayer for Priestly and Religious vocations  
Monday 4th: THE ENGLISH MARTYRS (FEAST) – Fr William Wells, RIP 
Tuesday 5th: Easter Feria – Lissy Tomy’s intentions (LW) 
Wednesday 6th: Easter Feria – Anne Gilsenan, RIP (AP) 
Thurs 7th: Easter Feria and Day of Prayer for Vocations – Bridget Guyler, RIP (TM) 
Friday 8th: Easter Feria - Mass in Time of Pandemic (Private intention) 
Saturday 9th: Easter Feria – Mary O’Gorman, RIP (PB) 
Fifth Sunday of Easter: 10th May – People of the Parish 
 

Public celebration of the Mass remains suspended until further notice 
 
 



A People who Hope in Christ 
 

A Message from the Metropolitan Archbishops of the  
Catholic Church in England and Wales 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
The radiance of the risen Lord shines upon us. At a time when so many shadows are cast into 
our lives, and upon our world, the light of the resurrection shines forever to renew and restore 
our hope. In the words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis: ‘In the midst of isolation when we 
are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of 
so many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is 
living by our side.’ (27 March 2020)  
 
The impact of Covid-19, both nationally and internationally, has been immense. So much of 
what we take for granted has changed. Our health and physical interaction, our capacity to 
travel and gather, have all been affected. There is uncertainty in our future, especially with 
work and the country’s economy. As we know, very sadly, large numbers of people have 
died because of the coronavirus, and others have been or remain seriously ill. Keyworkers, 
not least in the National Health Service and care sectors, are serving selflessly to sustain the 
life of our nation. Our hearts and prayers go out to everyone who is suffering because of 
Covid-19, and to all those battling to overcome its effects. May those who have died rest in 
peace and those who are bereaved find comfort.  
 
When the Prime Minister announced the lockdown, this included places of worship and 
therefore Catholic churches. These measures were put in place to stem the general 
transmission of the virus. It is right that the Catholic community fulfils its role in contributing 
to the preservation of life and the common good of society. This must continue until the 
restrictions applied by the Government are lifted.  
 
None of us would want to be in the situation in which we find ourselves. While the live-
streaming of the Mass and other devotions is playing an important part in maintaining the life 
of faith, there is no substitute for Catholics being able to physically attend and participate in 
the celebration of the Mass and the other sacraments. Our faith is expressed powerfully and 
beautifully though ‘seeing, touching, and tasting.’ We know that every bishop and every 
priest recognises the pain of Catholics who, at present, cannot pray in church or receive the 
sacraments. This weighs heavily on our hearts. We are deeply moved by the Eucharistic 
yearning expressed by so many members of the faithful. We thank you sincerely for your 
love for the Lord Jesus, present in the sacraments and supremely so in the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. The bishops and priests of every diocese are remembering you and your loved ones 
at Mass each day in our churches as we pray ‘in hope of health and wellbeing.’ We thank our 
priests for this faithfulness to their calling.  
 
As the Government’s restrictions are relaxed step by step, we look forward to opening our 
churches and resuming our liturgical, spiritual, catechetical and pastoral life step by step. 
This will also be of service to those beyond the Catholic Church who depend on our 
charitable activity and outreach through which much goodness is shared by so many 
volunteers from our communities.  
 



None of us knows, as yet, how or when the lockdown will end. There is likely to be a phased 
return to travelling and gathering. As a church, we are now planning for this time and our 
discussions with the statutory public health agencies and Government representatives are 
ongoing. Together with Catholics across England and Wales we desire the opening of our 
churches and access to the sacraments. Until then, we are continuing to pray and prepare.  
 
We want to acknowledge with gratitude the service of our fellow bishops and priests, our 
deacons and religious, our families and lay faithful, together with all our parish and school 
communities, for the wonderful ways the life of the faith is being nourished at this time, 
especially in the home. We also pay tribute to the Catholic organisations and networks that 
are working to support the vulnerable and needy.  
 
On that first Easter day, the disciples were in lockdown and the doors were closed. In their 
isolation the Lord Jesus came among them and said ‘Peace be with you.’ May the peace of 
the risen Lord reign in our hearts and homes as we look forward to the day we can enter 
church again and gather around the altar to offer together the Sacrifice of Praise.  
 
We unite in asking the intercession of Our Blessed Lady and assure you of our prayers and 
blessing.  
 
Yours devotedly in Christ,  
 
✠ Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster  
✠ Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool  
✠ Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham  
✠ George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff  
✠ John Wilson, Archbishop of Southwark 

 
PARISH NEWS 

 
PRAYERS PLEASE  

 
In thanksgiving – With Joss and Marylyn Abbott-Howes as they rejoice on the safe arrival of their baby 
daughter, Summer Claire. 
 
For all parishioners who are sick, for those recovering from illness, and those working in situations such as care 
homes or hospitals which put them at risk.  Their names cannot be published for reasons of data protection, but 
your prayers would be valued. 
  
Rest in Peace – Mrs Phelps Senior; Stephen, the nephew of a parishioner; Anne Gilsenan;         
      Mary O’Gorman; Bp Leo McCartie. 
 
Pray for all around us who have special or increased difficulties, sorrows or anxieties to bear at this time. 
 

-o-O-o- 
 
The Pastoral Council is holding a virtual meeting online for a second time this week on Thursday evening.  Our 
appreciation goes to Niels for making this possible.  Members shared their own experiences and of how the 
church community has held together during the lockdown.  Kathy Gorman had also sent in an account of how 
the community at Duffield is keeping in touch and being supportive through this period. 
 
Mass requests if desired can be sent via email to: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk  



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

Vocations Sunday:  Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life today.  
Canon Jonathan Cotton, Diocesan Vocations Director, has requested that each Thursday we 
pray for vocations in parishes, schools and communities within the Diocese of Nottingham.   
 
Visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/vocations-sunday-2020/ for vocation stories 
 
Journeying Together: click this link to find the April/May Diocesan newsletter for catechists 
and friends:  MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 
Bishop Leo McCartie has recently died at the age of 94 having recently celebrated the 
platinum anniversary of his ordination.  The Birmingham Archdiocese has prepared an 
obituary and biography which can be accessed at: 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/bishop-leo-mccartie-rip  
 
Ripley Food Bank:  Would welcome donations of coffee, sugar and tinned or packet mashed 
potatoes.  A reminder that the Salvation Army Hall, Heath Road, is open to receive gifts for 
the food bank on Tuesdays 10am-12noon and Fridays 12noon-2pm.  Phoning ahead on 01773 
741932 would be helpful. 

Christian Aid Week, 10-16 May has not been cancelled, though house-to-house collections 
are not possible this year.  Instead of issuing envelopes, a local Christian Aid group in 
Duffield are instead requesting online donations through a ‘JustGiving’ page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/duffieldchristianaidgroup    For those who prefer 



more traditional methods, cheques - payable to ‘Christian Aid’ - or cash can be dropped off 
or posted to the Treasurer, Phil O’Brien, at:  42 King St, Duffield, DE56 4EU. 

Kathy Gorman writes:  In common with many other charities, Christian Aid is facing a 
huge drop in income through the impact of coronavirus and current social distancing rules. 

Face to face fundraising events have had to be postponed, along with the national collection 
(which raises over £5000 in Duffield alone). 

All this at a time when our help is needed more than ever, in those poorer communities facing 
the challenge of a global pandemic without advanced healthcare or benefits systems.  Let’s 
hope that those in greatest need can still benefit from the proven generosity of the people of 
Duffield and further afield. 

Please spread the word as widely as possible to contacts, friends and family to maximise the 
total number of donations.  If you would like this note in e-form, to capture the long website 
address, please e-mail me at kathygorman189@gmail.com so I can send it to you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


