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Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 
 
‘“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses … to the ends 
of the earth.”  As Jesus said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight’   

Acts 1:8-9. 
 

 
Fr Michael Kirkham                                   Mobile: 0790 1595 474   
E: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk                                Parish Website - www.catholic-ambervalley.uk   

 
Nottingham Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees, Reg Charity No 1134449 / Company No 7151646 

 
Seventh Sunday of Easter: 24th May - People of the Parish 
Monday 25th: Saint Bede the Venerable – Victor Drew, RIP (LW) 
Tuesday 26th: Saint Philip Neri – Kathleen Steele (RIP)  
Wednesday 27th: SAINT AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY, APOSTLE OF       

     ENGLAND (FEAST) – Brendan and Robyn McMahon’s Intentions 
Thursday 28th: Easter Feria – Geoffrey Milburn (RIP) 
Friday 29th: Saint Paul VI, Pope – Victor Drew (RIP) 
Saturday 30th: Easter Feria – Monsignor John Coghlan (RIP) 
Pentecost Sunday: 31st May – People of the Parish 

 
Public celebration of the Mass remains suspended until further notice 

Mass requests: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk 
 



PRAYERS PLEASE - For all parishioners who are sick, for those recovering from illness, and those working in 
situations such as care homes or hospitals which put them at risk.  Their names cannot be published for reasons 
of data protection, but your prayers would be valued.  Pray for all around us who have special or increased 
difficulties, sorrows or anxieties to bear at this time. 
 
Rest in Peace – Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of the following parishioners who have recently 
died,  whose funerals will be this week: Victor Drew, Geoffrey Milburn and Kathleen Steele.  Also for Bishop 
Victor Mallone, a former Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Liverpool, who has recently 
died.  We pray for all their grieving families, friends and fellow parishioners at this sad time.  Our hearts go out 
to all who have recently lost loved ones. 
 
Upcoming Jubilees:  Congratulations and best wishes to Brendan and Robyn McMahon, who have recently 
celebrated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary.  A Mass will be offered on Wednesday in thanksgiving. 
 
Jubilees of Diocesan Priests:  Please remember to pray with thanksgiving for the ministry of those Diocesan 
priests, including several local priests, who are shortly to observe significant jubilees at a time when former 
parishioners will not be able to celebrate with them as they might wish: 
 

DIAMOND JUBILEES Rev Joseph Keogh, 5th June 1960; Rev Brendan O’Callaghan, 5th June 1960; 
Rev Michael Eastwood, 11th June 1960; Rev Canon Bernard Needham, 10th July 1960.   

 
GOLDEN JUBILEES Rev Mgr. Canon Tom McGovern, 7th June; 1970 Rev Canon Michael 
O’Donoghue, 14th June 1970; Rev John Guest, 11th July 1970.  

 
SILVER JUBILEE Rev James Earley, 15th July 1995. 

 
DIOCESAN YEARBOOKS 2020  The printing and distribution of the Diocesan Yearbooks for the current year 
has been delayed.  A smaller than usual number have now been received however.  If you wish to reserve a copy 
(priced £4), email Fr Michael at: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk 
 
EMERGING FROM LOCKDOWN  Regarding the Government’s Covid-19 strategy entitled ‘Our Plan to 
Rebuild’ the Bishop writes:  In light of the recent Government announcements and documentation, may I share 
with you the Bishops of England and Wales initial response.  

“The Timing and the manner of the opening of churches touches profound sensitivities and spiritual needs. The 
Government's document and statements fail to recognise this.  The Government's position, established today, 
includes these steps aimed at opening churches as soon as possible: the establishment of a task force for places 
of worship, to work closely with 'stakeholders' in ensuring that premises are COVID-19 secure; and heeding the 
experience of other countries in which churches are already open for worship.  In dialogue with the Government, 
the Catholic Church will continue its engagement in this process and has already submitted a detailed plan, in 
full accordance with public health guidelines, for churches to be opened for private prayer. The Church is ready 
to play its full part in the task force, understanding that this includes the possible earlier use of churches for 
private prayer, as a first step towards their use for public worship.”  Further information can be found: at 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/catholic-bishops-respond-to-governments-lockdown-easing-plans 

The Bishop suggests that those of you who feel frustrated about churches being closed should write to your MP. 
He informs the clergy that very detailed instructions on opening churches will be given when that time is 
appropriate. That is when the guidelines have been fully agreed by the Government and the Bishops’ Conference. 
At present there is a multi-faith task force, including Cardinal Vincent Nicholls, working with the Government 
on this matter.  The Government's latest comments on the task force and the reopening of places of worship: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-taskforce-developing-plan-to-reopen-places- of-worship 

Given the expected strict conditions for the re-opening of churches initially for private prayer, which will include 
the marshalling of social distancing and hygiene requirements, the Diocese will most likely begin with just a few 
churches in each deanery. The Bishop has asked the Vicars General to establish which larger churches might be 
in a position to do this. He has also spoken with the diocesan Chief Operating Officer, David Lawes, to explore 
buying centrally the hygiene and other products which will be needed, to ensure supply & save a little on costs, 
and then to distribute these accordingly to those churches that are able to fulfil the conditions that will be laid 
down.  


