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Sixth Sunday of Easter: 17th May - People of the Parish 
Monday 18th: Easter Feria – Victor Drew – RIP (JD) 
Tuesday 19th: Saint Dunstan – Mgr Canon Frederick Miles - RIP  
Wednesday 20th: Saint Bernardine of Siena – Canon Michael Hazell - RIP 
Thursday 21st: ASCENSION OF THE LORD (Solemnity) – Mary Ebejer – RIP 

(MT) 
Friday 22nd: Easter Feria (IN TIME OF PANDEMIC) - Fr John O’Halloran - RIP 
Saturday 23rd: Easter Feria – Canon Eddie Matthews - RIP 
Seventh Sunday of Easter: 24th May – People of the Parish 

 
Public celebration of the Mass remains suspended until further notice 

 
Mass requests: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk 



Day of Fasting: On Thursday last week the Holy Father asked Catholics throughout the world to fast in 
solidarity with Muslims observing Ramadan, to beseech God for an end to the plague of Covid-19.  This came 
to my attention too late unfortunately to share with parishioners, but I suggest we could do something locally 
this coming Friday when I will be offering the Mass In Time of Pandemic.  I invite you to make some definite 
act of self-denial with me for the Pope’s Intention - Fr Michael 
 
PRAYERS PLEASE - For all parishioners who are sick, for those recovering from illness, and those working 
in situations such as care homes or hospitals which put them at risk.  Their names cannot be published for 
reasons of data protection, but your prayers would be valued.  Pray for all around us who have special or 
increased difficulties, sorrows or anxieties to bear at this time. 
 
Rest in Peace – Please pray for the souls of the following parishioners who have recently died: Victor Drew, 
Geoffrey Milburn and Kathleen Steele.  We pray for their grieving families and friends at this sad time.  Our 
hearts go out to all who have recently lost loved ones. 
 
CAFOD:  Along with all the Catholic charities we usually support with retiring collections, Cafod continues its 
mission of supporting many of the world’s most vulnerable - and needs our help.  You can donate online at 
www.cafod.org.uk     Christine Allen, CAFOD’s Director, writes:  
 
“In recent days, among our dispersed CAFOD teams, planning our global response to Coronavirus, 
some words from St Paul have come to mind: faith, hope and love. 
We are facing an unprecedented emergency in every country where we work; and we are also 
mindful, each day, of people in our own Catholic community here in England and Wales who are 
unable to attend Mass; people worried and overstretched; of those who have tragically lost loved ones, 
and of those who were already enduring loneliness and are now in isolation. We need to respond in 
faith, hope and love. And so in faith, hope and love, we are reaching out to you. 
Coronavirus is affecting every country we work in. The poorest and excluded are most vulnerable. 
Food prices have risen with borders closing; the poorest are losing their jobs and income with 
wholesale shutdowns. As you can imagine, the outlook is very serious in places where healthcare is 
inadequate and washing regularly and social distancing are luxuries. Half the world’s population can’t 
access basic healthcare, and already struggle to feed their families; and they now face the threat of 
hunger as the coronavirus shuts down markets and jobs. 
  
As our first response, we have adapted all of our current work across 40 countries, and are also 
responding to already severe needs with emergency food relief, water and sanitation, and spreading 
awareness of prevention measures, especially through Church leaders and Catholic media. 
But this is very much only the beginning of what will be a massive, and enduring response 
programme across every country we work in. This virus is changing our entire programme of work 
across the world. Beyond the immediate loss of life and suffering, long-term vulnerability, poverty, 
exclusion and injustice will only become more acute. The task is daunting. We and our church 
partners around the world are looking to God for strength, and to keep us acting in faith and hope. 
We know all too well that things are far from straightforward in our parishes right now. We, as a 
global family, have never faced a crisis of this magnitude – in our own communities, and those 
communities CAFOD works with. But the scale is unimaginable in the most vulnerable communities 
of our world, and so we are appealing for support for our emergency response.  Those 
communities with nothing, who have everything stacked against them - our brothers and sisters - have 
never needed your love and support so much. 
We are so grateful as always for all of your prayers and support, especially in what we know are 
distressing times for many here in the UK. At this time, I truly believe that our way through this time 
lies in holding fast to our faith and to one another. Please remember CAFOD’s work. 
We are living through one of the global events that will shape humanity, and our response can only be 
the response of the heart of God. We need to be his hands and feet – we cannot do otherwise.” 
 
Livestreaming:  There are so many options to choose from!  But have you seen the excellent local 
material from the Youth Team at The Briars, available on the YouTube channel?  Put NDCYS Live in 
your search engine.  Fr David Cain, Fr Joe Wheat and Cardinal Nicholls also livestream frequently. 


