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Permission for public celebration of the Mass at Our Lady’s Church, Belper has been granted. 
Public Masses will be celebrated twice on Sunday and once on Wednesday, this week and until further notice.   

On other days until further notice the Mass will be offered privately.   
 

             Mass Intentions: 
Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time: 19th July  
Recorded Mass 9.30am (Our Lady’s)    Wendy Hill, RIP (VM) 
   11am     (Our Lady’s)    Safe arrival of Toby (KG) 
Monday 20th: Feria (Private celebration)     Private Intention  
Tuesday 21st: St Lawrence of Brindisi (Private celebration)    November Dead List 
Wed 22nd: ST MARY MAGDALENE 9.30am (Our Lady’s)  People of the Parish 
Thursday 23rd: ST BRIDGET OF SWEDEN (Private celebration)  Nicholas Lash, RIP (VM)  
Friday 24th: St Sharbel Makhluf (Private celebration)    Private Intention 
Saturday 25th: ST JAMES, APOSTLE (Private celebration)    November Dead List 
 

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time: 26th July    
Recorded Mass 9.30am (Our Lady’s)    People of the Parish 

11am    (Our Lady’s)    No intention at present 
6pm A webcast Mass will be premiered on YouTube: click on the banner on the Parish website 

 
Mass requests: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk 

 

mailto:priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk
http://www.catholic-ambervalley.uk/
mailto:priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk


THURSDAY IS THE DEADLINE FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
BULLETIN 

 
ATTENDANCE SINCE THE REOPENING OF OUR LADY’S CHURCH 
Last week permission was received from the Vicar General last Wednesday for Mass to be 
publicly celebrated once more for the first time since 18th March. This would not have been 
possible without the generosity of a goodly band of volunteers from all three churches offering 
to act as stewards and cleaners to ensure all is in line with Government and Diocesan 
regulations, to keep safe those parishioners who wish to attend Mass once more.   
 
Since then, compared to before the lockdown, attendance has been running at approximately 
20%.  This is also the picture in other Catholic parishes that have re-opened in Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire.  On this basis it has been decided to offer just two public Masses on 
Sundays through the summer, and one on Wednesdays, until further notice.  This is 
because each Mass is quite labour intensive in terms of booking people in to attend, setting up 
and clearing away, asking stewards and cleaners to assist etc.  If numbers aren’t there to justify 
all this effort at the moment, it is not reasonable to ask so many people to help for only a few 
to attend. 
 
Having said that the 9.30 Masses have been almost fully booked this Sunday and last, and 
numbers have been sufficient to justify celebrations this Wednesday and last Tuesday. 
 
TO REASSURE ANY WHO MAY BE ANXIOUS TO ATTEND MASS 

• The seating plan ensures that every person in church will be at least 2 metres from the 
nearest other parishioner (unless of course they are a couple or a family) 

• The air ventilation system is ideal for the present purposes, with a central intake of air 
and two outlets at either end of the church constantly keeping the air fresh (not re-
cycling it) 

• After every Mass all benches that have been occupied, and other surfaces likely to have 
been touched, especially door handles, light switches and the top of the hand gel 
dispensers etc., are cleansed 

• A mask is worn while the hosts for the people are placed (using tongues) in a lidded 
ciborium.  The lid is not taken off again until the actual time of communion, the priest 
wearing appropriate protective equipment while he and the communicant stand at arm’s 
length from each other 

Admittedly it is all a little strange compared to what we have known, but it is as safe as it can 
possibly be made.  It compares favourably with measures in place in shops and the many other 
places people are getting used to visiting in once more 
 
HOW CAN I BOOK A PLACE AT MASS?   

• Bookings will taken between Monday 9am and Thursday 9pm a week in advance  
• Bookings can be made either by email to: office@catholic-ambervalley.uk or by 

ringing 01773 822182 and leaving a voicemail message  
• Whether booking by phone or by email you must:  

- Say who wishes to come, giving the name of each person 
- Indicate, if more than one, whether they can sit together 
- Give full contact details: these are required to be kept for three weeks after 

the Mass as part of the Government’s track and trace system    
Bookings will be taken on a first come, first served basis – and only for the week in advance, 
not beyond.   

mailto:office@catholic-ambervalley.uk

