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THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 
 

24th January 2021 
 

  
 

‘Audite insulae’ - Isaiah 49:1 

Parish Priest: Fr Michael Kirkham - E: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk  Mob: 0790 1595 474      

Parish Assistant: Margaret Kirkham - E: office@catholic-ambervalley.uk  Tel. 01773 822182    

Parish Website: www.catholic-ambervalley.uk      Social media: Youtube channel 

Facebook Page: Catholic Parishes of Belper, Duffield and Ripley 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Maureen Kingman   Mob. 07710 484861 

Sunday 24th   Sunday of the Word of God  People of the Parish 
Monday 25th   The Conversion of St Paul       Sister Bonaventure FSM, RIP (MK)         
Tuesday 26th   Saints Timothy and Titus      Pauline Newland, RIP (MK)  
Wednesday 27th  Feria     Alison O’Melia, RIP (JV)     
Thursday 28th   St Thomas Aquinas   November Dead List           
Friday 29th   Feria      Conrad Peters, RIP (MK)                     
Saturday 30th   The Blessed Virgin Mary  Joy Bourne, RIP (MK)    
Fourth Sunday of the Year   Racial Justice Sunday        People of the Parish 
 

Mass requests: priest@catholic-ambervalley.uk 
 

Nottingham Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees, Reg Charity No 1134449 / Company No 7151646 



Link to the Livestream Mass this Sunday at 11am: https://youtu.be/6DONee2XBkU 
 

Sunday of the Word of God – We devote today to celebrating God’s gift to us of his word in Holy Scripture.  
Many families set aside a special corner to honour the Scriptures.  For ideas on how this may be done and 
for inspiration to prayerfully study the Scriptures day by day, visit the Catholic Biblical Federation website:  
https://c-b-f.org   
 

St Mark’s Gospel - In 2021 we will be giving especial attention to the Gospel of Mark in our Sunday Mass.  
Below is a scheme of readings which over a nine-week period will take you through an easily digested 
reading of St Mark’s Gospel, beginning Monday and leading you up to the beginning of Holy Week. 
 

Suggested daily readings from the Scriptures this week – Sunday Job 28; Luke 6.20-38. Monday Genesis 
1.1-2.3; Mark 1.1-13. Tuesday Genesis 2.4-end; Mark 1.14-28. Wednesday Genesis 3; Mark 1.29-end. 
Thursday Genesis 4.1-16; Mark 2.1-12. Friday Genesis 6.11-7.10; Mark 2.13-22. Saturday Genesis 7.11-
8.14; Mark 2:23-3.6.  If you have time, you could read one course of readings in the morning and the other 
in the evening.  Alternatively, just choose one, preferably the Gospel. 
 

A prayerful approach to reading Scripture – 1: Having found the passage, settle yourself to read it before 
the Lord, briefly asking for a blessing, spiritual insight and openness to the Holy Spirit as you spend time 
with the Scriptures today.  2: Read the passage carefully.  3: Reflect on what it means – in its own terms, 
and to yourself, today. 4: Pray about it, simply and in your own words. 5: Linger a little longer, relaxed and 
open, to see if anything further emerges from this dedicated time.  6: Finally, thank the Lord for this 
privileged time with the Holy Scriptures – and look forward to the next! 
 

Lent begins on 17th February (Ash Wednesday) this year.  We wait to see whether it will be prudent to 
reopen our churches by then, given the continuing extremely high levels of coronavirus infections in the 
Amber Valley area which are only just beginning to fall from record highs. 
 

‘Walk With Me’ – Free copies of the Lenten booklet, specially designed for the Diocese of Nottingham, 
will soon be available.  With our Bishop we need to turn our thoughts in Lent to how as disciples we can 
best emerge from the pandemic.  How best to distribute the booklets is the first challenge!  If you would like 
a copy, please indicate your interest by sending an email to: office@catholic-ambervalley.uk  
 

Sister Elizabeth John (formerly Sally Phillips) – has settled happily into her time as a Carmelite Novice. 
She is due to take her first (temporary) vows at Candlemas, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (2nd 
February).  Normally this would be at a public Mass and parishioners would have been able to attend.  Since 
this is not possible, you may want to remember her in your prayers and to either write or send a card.  Her 
address is: Carmelite Monastery, Cader Road, Dolgellau, Gwynedd LL40 1SH. 
 

Continue to remember in your prayers - All the sick of the parish; those waiting for the chance to have 
much-needed surgery or other forms of healthcare which have been put in abeyance; the bereaved; the lonely, 
neglected and isolated; all overstretched health and hospital workers; those brought in from other professions 
to assist them; carers at home and in residential homes; all suffering from mental illness, stress and anxiety. 
 

May they rest in peace – Of your charity pray for the repose of the souls: of Joy Bourne (Monsignor 
Jonathan Moore’s sister); Sister Bonaventure, FSM (a fondly-remembered sister, who was resident for many 
years, and until recently, at Clay Cross Convent); Pauline Newland (whose graveside funeral was held last 
Thursday); Dick Parkin (Dick was the widower of former parishioner Oona Parkin; his funeral will be held 
on 4th February at Barham, near Canterbury); Conrad Peters (father of Lisa Walton). 
 

John and Ros O’Melia have forwarded a link to a recording of the moving funeral service for Alison last 
Monday.  They say, “It doesn't quite do justice to the glorious colour of the flowers and the pure 
transcendence of the music, but if you or someone you know wasn't able to access the livestream, it will give 
you the chance to be part of our very special day. There was a limit of 100 people allowed to join the link 
and there were considerably more people than that who wanted to be present, so we hope none of you were 
upset by that.”  Anyone unable to access the service on Monday can follow the link below. (You are advised 
to fast forward 22 minutes into the recording though, as before the service starts the camera mainly offers 
a fine view of someone’s cardigan!) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/Mia80exDNEmU0rLSJ4MLMs_6s1y-6Pc8EHWo-
_nYa3YqQmkLXUCJc6U6_sdLSxYq.LI_hQZXrxsPQOzF9?startTime=1610973298000 
 

The Padley Centre invites you to visit their fundraising page in support of their ‘Get Fit, Fight 
Homelessness’ campaign:  https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/get-fit-fight-homelessness 
 


